
Manatee River Garden Club  
Minutes of the May Board of Directors Meeting 

September 19, 2018 

Call to Order: 
President Barbara Beury called the meeting to order at 10:03 am. Present were Barbara Beury, 
Betsy Edwards, Chris O’Grady, Judy Boehm, Caroline Powers, Mary Patterson, Rita Mixer, Dee 
Ferreira, Lori Richie, Linda LeStock, Edie Anderson, Sandy Plummer, and Carol Friedman.

Barbara welcomed us all back. She reminded us of the importance of committees and today’s 
meeting is a good time to get started. She also reminded us not to use the club roster for a  
personal mailing list. Keys were offered to any board member who has not received one. She 
showed us business cards for MRGC, made by Betsy Lieberman and they were distributed.

Minutes: 
The minutes of the May BOD meeting were read and approved.

Reports of the Directors: 
Grounds: Linda Lestock reported that though the landscape was completed in May, she is 
working with Rebecca Gilchrist to replace the azaleas. Plans are in the works for the Meditation 
Garden. More air potato beetles have been released. She reported on issues that were 
addressed. She is looking for a gardener to help with the upkeep. That cost has already been 
approved. Discussion about possible replacements for the azaleas ensued.

Programs: Chris O’Grady reported she has lined up some great programs for the year:

Environment, Fancy Crotons & Cordylines, Master Gardeners, Caladiums, Paradise Found 
Nursery and Floral Design with Lori Richie.

Finance: Lori Richie reported that the budget for the year has been set. Rentals are going well. 
Brides do not like the silver so we need to have the cabinets covered for showings. Cost for 
putting curtains up when room is cleaned would be $50 each time.  Carol Friedman 
volunteered to take them down for our meetings and put them back up until a new decor is 
established by House. Judy requested wedding photos for the website.

Awards:  Rita Mixer is looking into awards for Floral Design Program, Floral Design Study 
Group, Flower Show, Garden Tour and Social Media. Lori said deadline for applications is 
November 30.  Judging is on December 6 at headquarters. 

Fundraising: Dee Ferreira told us that the Bradenton Herold is no longer a sponsor. She has 
lined up a few more sponsors and is looking for more. She wants to put it out to members.

Betsy recommended Detweillers. Judy recommended the Herald Tribune

Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of Caryl Ponder,  Betsy Edwards and Carol Friedman 
reported: 
	 Operating fund 	 	 $  4,740.00

	 Rental	 	 	 	   23,393.53

	 Money Market		 	   18,392.30

	 Eaton	 	 	 	   12,476.70

	 TOTAL $59,001.53 
The treasurers report was filed for audit.

Lori added that 10% from the rental account needs to be transferred to savings.

Membership: Edie Anderson reported that we have 4 new members bringing our total to 89.

She is learning about her new position and responsibilities. We were reminded to reach out to 
the new members. A Mentor program was discussed.




Communications: Judy Boehm reminded us about photo releases. She added it to the 
membership list. She reported that Brenda Burmeister has produced the first edition of this 
year’s newsletter. There was some confusion about whether it had been sent out.  During the 
summer we had several classes. The LCD projector will now be stored in the locked cabinet.

House: Mary Patterson asked if we had a quorum today. Since we didn’t, two issue will be 
addressed by email; new benches and Window washing. Mary said she is looking into 
replacing the curtains over the silver. She put together a committee to come up with a plan. 

Scholarships: Sandy Plummer reported that the Scholarship committee met in August. She is 
anxious to get the bench decision as we are one of the Eaton fund recipients. We will award 
two (2) $1000 scholarships to worthy seniors this year. 

Sue Pontius has been assigned to oversee the Seek and Wekiva scholarships and Cass 
Robertson will oversee the Eaton Fund applications. They discussed Eaton fund history and 
want to develop a legacy program. Caroline Powers commented that Wekiva fills quickly so 
applications need to be sent as soon as registration opens.


Old and New Business:

1. Kirby Stewart Blue Star Memorial can be repaired by a man sent by FFGC for $750. 

There was some question about whether it is our responsibility.

2. The suit regarding the 78 year old man who fell while dancing is in limbo as 

investigation continues.

3. Rita Mixer reported about our flower show. Carol asked to make sure applications are 

downloadable.  We will address the issue at our next FS meeting. Judy said the posters 
have been changed to include “Celebrating our 90th year.” Next meeting is October 
22nd.


4. Sandy Plummer reported that we have 4 gardens for the garden Tour and would like 
one or two more. Committees have been formed. Next meeting is October 25th.


5. Barbara Beury said the roots between the walkway and the parking lot need to be 
addressed. Cindy Perez fell in the May. Mary will look into it.


6. A committee was formed to find ways to celebrate our 90th year, headed by Joanne 
Schneider.


7. We were offered a space at Palma Sola Botanical Garden fair but will politely decline.

8. Caroline Powers said Marion Buescher will organize our bookcase. 

9. Pat Danahy’s Garden Therapy is going well. She received a donation from Publix for 

$25. We need a Community Outreach director.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Friedman 

Secretary



