
Manatee River Garden Club  
Minutes of the May Board of Directors Meeting 

May 16, 2018 

Call to Order: 
President Barbara Beury called the meeting to order at 10:05 am. Present were Barbara Beury, 
Betsy Edwards, Chris O’Grady, Judy Boehm, Caryl Ponder, Skeeter Smith, Caroline Powers, 
Parke Finold, Su Pontius, Mary Patterson, Rita Mixer, Dee Ferreira, Sharron Jones, and Carol 
Friedman.

Minutes: 
The minutes of the April BOD meeting were amended to include the amounts of the 
scholarships and grants as follows:

Scholarships: Meagan Gigliotti; Meredith Pratt.  Each will receive $500.00
Eaton Fund:
Manatee County Friends of Extension: $1500.00
Harvest United Methodist Church: $500.00
The Women's Resource Center: 725.70
Palma Sola Botanical Park: $500.00
The Manatee Rare Fruit Council, Inc.: $2260.00
MRGC: $3000.
The minutes were approved as amended.
President Barbara Beury proposed that now and in the future, directors should limit their reports 
to 2 minutes.
Treasurer’s Report: 
In Caryl Ponder reported:

	 Operating fund 	 	 $  8,422.07

	 Rental	 	 	 	   19,528.04

	 Money Market		 	   18,390.02

	 Eaton	 	 	 	   10,102.10

	 TOTAL $54,442.23 
Caryl handed out a detailed report from the Garden Tour, see attached.

She also had pie-charts detailing income and expenses, see attached.

Anne Stein will be working with Caryl to correct problems she is having with Quick-books. 
The treasurers report was filed for audit.


Reports of the Directors: 
Grounds: 
Sharron Jones reported for Linda Lestock.  The new landscape is mostly completed. The 
Geiger tree should recover from the shock of being moved and a few more plants will be 
added.

Hospitality: 
Skeeter Smith requested that board members stay after the general meeting to complete 
clean-up. She will have a pantry cleaning session next week.

House: 
Mary Patterson Reported that the estimate for redoing the locks is $1265. This will include new 
lock sets for the pantry door, the store room door and the two back outside doors, which will

be operated by the same new keys. 30 new keys, which will be marked not to be copied, will 
be available to check out. New locks will also be installed on the audio visual cabinet.




Mary also requested funds for replacing the front benches for approximately $3000. She 
proposed that we auction off sponsorship places to offset some of the expense. 
Programs: 
Chris O’Grady reported that the Winery Tour was very informative and the Member Social was 
a success.

Communications: 

Judy Boehm said she is still looking for help with Publicity or The Newsletter. The request will 
go out in the general meeting.

She also reported that she received an email from Stephanie Katz at the library saying she 
would be glad to conduct another workshop. It was proposed that we learn about power point 
presentations. Judy will look into it.

Scholarships and Grants: 
Betsy Edwards reported that several of the recipients will be in attendance at the general 
meeting.

Old Business: 

Barbara Beury reported that the budget meeting was conducted on May 7, and proposed the 
budget for next year, see attached. After discussion, Betsy Edwards moved to accept the 
budget, seconded by Caroline Powers. The motion passed unanimously.

New Business: 
The Calendar meeting for next year has been set for May 29th at 10 am.

Caroline Powers has resigned as assistant treasurer but will remain on the board. The new 
assistant will be determined after the general meeting.

Parke Finold and Su Pontius will be leaving the board. Barbara thanked them for their 
contributions. Betsy Lieberman and Edie Anderson are the proposed new members of the 
board and election by membership will be held at today’s general meeting.

Mary Patterson made a motion that we approve the expenditure of $1300 for the locks and 
keys. Betsy Edwards seconded. After discussion the motion passed.

Parke Finold asked how requests could be made for keys. Judges Council will need one. She 
also said that they would like to give a gift MRGC to thank us for use of the building and asked 
for recommendations. New urns were suggested.

Mary Patterson raised a question about purchasing new benches for the front. After 
discussion, it was decided that she would apply for Eaton Grant funds.

There being no further business, the meeting was suspended at 11:05 until after elections.

Meeting resumed: 
We reassembled at 1:26 to welcome our new board members: Betsy Lieberman and Edie 
Anderson. New officers were proposed, Caryl Ponder nominated Anne Stein as assistant 
treasurer. Betsy Edwards nominated Betsy Lieberman as assistant Secretary. Both were 
approved.

Betsy Lieberman volunteered to make cakes for next years special occasions.

Judy announced that we have a new newsletter editor: Brenda Burmeister has accepted the 
challenge.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:45

Respectfully Submitted,

Carol Friedman

Secretary 









