
 

HAPPY 2019!  Another year has come and gone.  2018 was a year of grow-

ing and learning.  We have grown our membership and are pleased to wel-

come our new and returning members.  We also remember past friends and 

members with love and fondness. 

In the pursuit of further learning and knowledge, the Horticultural Study 

Group has gotten off to a very promising start and been well attended.  It’s 

fun and full of facts and information.  I know I learned a lot from the first 

instructor, Tina Tuttle, who is a force of personality and knowledge.  Don’t 

miss out, you can still sign up. 

Manatee River Garden Club has a big year in 2019 – we are turning 90!  We 

are having several special events to mark the occasion.  The first will be a 

Garden Gala to kick off the glorious, notorious Garden Tour.  You will be 

hearing all about these special parties at the January luncheon and meeting 

(and in subsequent newsletters). 

The next BIG event is our annual Wine and Cheese party and Plant Auction 

on January 10th.  I hope to see you there; bring a guest if you wish.  It’s 

always a great evening! 

Wishing you a wonderful New Year. 

Barbara Beury 

President  

 

Jan. 3  10:00am – noon 

Floral Design Study Group 

 

Jan. 8  8:30am—10:30am 

Garden Angels 

 

Jan. 10  6:00pm - 9:00pm 

Wine, Cheese and Plant Auction 

 

Jan. 16  

10:00am  Board meeting 

11:30am  Membership meeting 

and luncheon 

1:00pm Program 

 

Jan. 22 1:00pm—3:00pm 

Garden Tour general status 

meeting 

 

Jan. 24  9:30am– 12:00pm 

Horticultural Study Group 

 

Jan. 28 10:00am—11:00am 

Garden Therapy 
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Letter from the President 

 

Operating Account       $ 4,855.89 

Rental Account            $30,654.61 

Money Market               18,393.21 

Eaton Fund                  $11,294.50 

TOTAL                          $65,198.21 

Treasurer’s Report  

As of 12/16/18 

From Caryl Ponder, Treasurer 

This year the plant auction will be on January 10th.  You are 

invited to attend and bring a guest.  We will be setting up on 

January 9th and 10th so if you would like to help set up, please 

contact Dee Ferreira, 752-4555. 

Please bring a plant to be auctioned off plus either a plate of 

snacks or nibbles OR a bottle of wine to contribute.  It is ap-

preciated if you could drop off your plant before the party or 

let Dee know what plant you plan to bring.  Wear your party smile and come enjoy an 

evening out! 

ANNUAL WINE & CHEESE PARTY AND PLANT AUCTION 

    SAVE THE DATE:  JANUARY 10TH FROM 6 TILL 9 PM 

http://www.manateerivergardenclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-River-Garden-Club-Inc-111599842213036/
https://www.facebook.com/MRGCWeddings/
https://twitter.com/manateeriverga2
https://www.instagram.com/manateerivergardenclub/?hl=en
http://www.instagram.com/manateerivergardenclub


We will be studying and discussing a CASCADE 

DESIGN on January 3, 2019 at 10:00am as 

part of the Floral Design Study Group series.  

The instructor will make a CASCADE DESIGN 

at that time.  The PRINCIPAL of RHYTHM will 

also be discussed. 

This is a stress-free way to learn and make 

one of the newer National Garden Club Floral 

Designs, so please come join us. 

The second half of the class, we will review any of the PARALLEL 

DESIGNS brought in by the members, which was our class in 

December. 

Hope to see you in the New Year! 
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January 

It’s beginning to look a lot like………A Flower Show……...all 

throughout MRGC!!  Not yet, but after the holidays, it will 

come upon us very quickly.  Santa’s helpers, who we like 

to call Design Consultants, are looking for a few good 

members to sign up for their classes.  So please hurry and 

pick a design that inspires you before the Christmas rush starts! 

Remember the challenge I put to everyone a few months ago about 

filling the Design Classes by January 2?  Well, that date is almost 

here, and there are quite a few that are still available.  PLEASE go 

online and take the challenge to create a design.  Listed below are the 

Design Sections and the Consultants to contact if you wish to sign up. 

Don’t forget to keep your horticulture in “Show Readiness”.  We’ve 

gone through it several times, but if anyone would like a refresher 

about getting your plants ready for the show, I will set up a date to do 

that.; just email me (rit8@aol.com).  Don’t forget - December 27 is 

the deadline for Combination Plantings to be in the exhibitor’s posses-

sion. 

Holiday Flower Show from Rita Mixer and Carol Friedman 

Have you heard about a member who 

has had a recent illness, hospitalization 

or loss of a family member?  Maybe this 

person could use a dose of sunshine. 

Contact Judy Zampello at 792-3333 or 

judyzampello@hotmail.com to have a 

card sent. 

Sunshine from Judy Zampello 

 

Floral Design Study  

from Rita Mixer and Barbara Beury 

CATEGORY NOTES CONSULTANT 

Tricolor Designs All fresh plant material Rita Mixer at 203 981 0247 
  

Designer’s Choice Designer has full choice of materi-
als 

Pat Danahy at 941 741 8487 

Petites Designs under 12” as stated in 
Schedule 

Crystal Harold at 941 795 1224 

Table Artistry Trays, table for 2 and exhibition 
table 

Julie Ackles at 941 448 7563 

Botanical Arts, Artistic Crafts Check Schedule for some fun crafts Chris O’Grady at 941 266 1254 

Cindy Perez              1/13 

Barbara Crepeau       1/16 

Kate Kreider             1/20 

Annette Stein           1/26 

mailto:rit8@aol.com
mailto:judyzampello@hotmail.com
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Horticultural Study Group  

from Sharron Jones, Sandy Brophy, Linda Fountain, Barb Johnson 

Our first of four Horticulture Study Group programs was a huge success.  We had 25 attendees.  The program 

was “Basics of Horticulture” led by speaker, Tina Tuttle.  

Tina had an outstanding presentation covering all the basics including the 

System of Classification, anatomy of leaves and flowers and their reproduc-

tive organs, propagation, soils and fertilizers.  Tina’s personality and love of 

horticulture made the program fun and engaging for all! 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, January 24th for our second of four Horti-

culture Programs.  We will meet at our clubhouse at 9:30am for coffee; the 

program will be from 10:00am until 12 noon.  The program will be 

“Bromeliads & Tillandsias” led by speaker, Addie Worth.   Addie is a Horti-

culturist at Selby Gardens. 

The fee for each program is $10.  Some members have prepaid for all pro-

grams.  If you haven’t prepaid, you may pay prior to the program on Janu-

ary 24th.  We are looking forward to learning and growing with you! 

 

We have secured all our gardens for the 2019 Garden Tour.  Thank you to everyone who 

helped and had suggestions! 

I’d like to say a special thank you to some of our newest members who stepped up and 

took on Garden Tour duties even when they had that look that says, “I have no idea what 

you’re asking of me!”  Trust us, it’ll be fun and the ladies with experience will help you 

through. 

 The 2019 Garden Tour is set 

for Saturday, March 30th and everything 

is falling into place nicely.  I heard a rumor that there will be a 

Gala the evening before the Garden Tour.  Should be a lot of 

fun and a great opportunity to get our significant others out to 

socialize. 

 The next General Status Meeting is Tuesday, January 

22ndat 1pm at the clubhouse.  Chairpersons are required to 

attend this important meeting.  For more information, please 

contact me at 603-502-3537. 

Garden Tour News from Sandy Plummer 

 

Rolla House on 2017 Garden Tour 

Speaker, Tina Tuttle 

 

The love of gardening is a seed once sown that never dies. 

Gertrude Jekyll 
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Grants and Scholarships from Sandy Plummer 

 

Holiday Greetings to everyone!  The year is winding down, and I would like to welcome five new members 
this month. 
 
Michele Ciuro has moved here from New Jersey.  She will spend part of the year here at 3750 Pinebrook 
Circle, Unit 205, Bradenton, and part of the year at 3614 Sounds Ave N, Sea Isle, NJ.  Her phone is 609-
778-7095.  Email is smkdofour1@aol.com.  Michele enjoys cooking and hospitality and is interested in com-
munity beautification and Horticulture Study. 
 
Regina (Gina) Jerwyn lives at 3500 El Conquistador Pkwy, Unit 233, Bradenton.  Her phone is  
215-385-1905, and email is ginajerwyn@mac.com.  Gina is interested in community beautification, Garden 
Angels and our garden tour. 
 
Carla “Jean” Stack lives at 1316 18th St W, Bradenton.  Her phone is 252-241-9246, and email is 
jstack301@gmail.com.  She’s interested in Garden Therapy, Horticulture Study & our garden tour.  
 
Marsha Wikle lives at 5812 2nd Ave Dr NW, Bradenton  34209 for all but 5 months of the year.  Her phone 
is 740-352-5021, and email is mw121150@gmail.com 

Annette F. Goode lives at 3500 El Conquistador Pkwy, Unit 229, Bradenton 34210.  Her phone is 941-201-
4007 and we don’t have an email address yet. 

 

Membership from Edie Anderson 

 

In 2018, an award was made to Manatee Rare Fruit Council from the Elizabeth M. Eaton Charitable Trust Fund 

through the MRGC.  Following is a report from Joshua Starry, President of Manatee Rare Fruit Council, author of 

the Eaton grant request:   

"The Manatee Rare Fruit Council is very grateful for the Eaton grant. Most of the projects have been 

completed and the entire amount of the grant will be accounted for and clearly documented.  

We look forward to giving an updated presentation next year and the park is looking better than ever. 

The new signage came out beautiful, three new benches are placed along the pathway and I can’t wait 

for the passiflora vines to fill in the pergola with three different types of flowers and fruit.  

There are lots of great things in the works at our educational public fruit tree planting and the MRFC 

would like to give a big thank you to the Manatee River Garden Club and the Elizabeth M. Eaton Trust 

Fund for being a part of it." 

The Grants & Scholarships Committee is working closely with Manatee Rare Fruit Council to get signage in place 

to credit the MRGC and the Elizabeth M. Eaton Charitable Trust Fund. 

New sign #1 New sign #2 New Passion Fruit Pergola 

mailto:smkdofour1@aol.com
mailto:ginajerwyn@mac.com
mailto:jstack301@gmail.com


 

The program on Wednesday, January 16, 2019, at 1 pm is “The Fabulous Crotons of Florida”.  Mark Peters, own-

er and propagator at Peters Croton Nursery, Vero Beach, will be our speaker.  The program includes a discussion 

of the history of crotons, different leaf forms, crotons as trees, and growing them in containers.  Mark will also do 

an air-layering demonstration.  An assortment of crotons and cordylines will be offered for sale after the pro-

gram.  This exciting program is free and open to the public. 

Crotons and cordylines are among Florida’s most popular tropicals.  They are favorites because their vivid colors 

give our landscapes a jolt of exotic excitement.  Mark’s extensive background in horticulture spans 45 years.  His 

expertise includes landscape design, garden history, tropical plants and their culture.  He has served as Director 

of Horticulture at McKee Botanical Garden and as Associate Vice President of Horticulture at The New York Botan-

ical Garden.  Don’t miss this exciting presentation! 

Programs by Chris O’Grady 
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Volunteer Hours  
From Betsy Lieberman 

 

Just a reminder to keep track of your volunteer 

hours each month.  Time in meetings, Garden Angel 

time and volunteering at MRGC events qualify.  I will 

be passing around a log book at the meeting each 

month, or contact me at BLPOOOH@aol.com in order 

to record your hours.  You don't have to specify how 

the hours were spent - just write the total hours.  This 

is a "Must-Do" for our 501(c)(3) status. 

Garden Angels 
From Linda Lestock 

 

There will be a day change in Garden An-

gels for the rest of the year.  We will now 

be meeting on the second Tuesday of each 

month, so that means January 8th at 

8:30am at the club.  The weather is cooler, 

and it should be a perfect day to volunteer.  Bring 

your favorite tools, a bucket and water for hydration. 

Garden Therapy in November was an amazing success.  There were an extra 10 folks we 

were not expecting!  The ladies managed with the help of the staff at Adult Day Care, but 

were caught off guard with not sufficient supplies.  But as always, things worked out and everyone was 

happy. 

The project was small jars, painted by none other than Melissa.  Then the clients applied various holiday 

stickers and created floral designs using evergreens and small white and red carnations.  Along with that 

a few shiny curly sticks were included.  The crew consisted of Melissa Brosnan, Hilary Boyle and Sandy 

Brophy.  I had another commitment that I could not postpone that day and missed the fun. 

Garden Therapy is a monthly activity held at the Adult Day Care facility at 10920 E. State Road 70 in 

Lakewood Ranch.  It is a program sponsored by Meals on Wheels 

Plus of Manatee County.  MRGC has been doing this program for 

well over 10 years.  Members go at 10am the 4th Monday of the 

month, bring all the supplies, and work on a nature-related pro-

ject.  We have found the clients particularly love doing floral ar-

rangements that they can take home and share with their fami-

lies. 

We can always use more hands to help.  The feeling of having 

made a number of clients happy and proud of their project is 

more than enough to pay us all back for our time.  Anyone who 

would like to help, can just show up for the next project on Janu-

ary 28 at 10am.  Any questions or inquiries can be directed to 

me, Pat Danahy, at 941-741-8487 or danahy2010@gmail.com. 

Garden Therapy from Pat Danahy 

mailto:BLPOOOH@aol.com
mailto:danahy2010@gmail.com
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From Dee Ferreira, Fundraising Director 

Please thank our 2018-2019 individual and corporate sponsors by supporting them 

whenever possible 

 

Manatee County Extension Service 

Design Your Landscape to Your Site Conditions 

January 10, 1-3 pm 

Location:  South Manatee Library, 6081 26th 

Street W, Bradenton 

Free 

Tickets:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/design-your-

landscape-to-your-site-conditions-tickets-52868692683 

Learn how your soil type, sun exposures, location, 

drainage, proximity to salt water and soil pH, among 

other factors, effect plants that are best suited for your 

landscape. Presented by Valrie Massey, Horticulture 

Program Assistant, and Susan Griffith, Florida Friendly 

Landscape(TM) Coordinator. 

 

Contact: Erik (941) 722-4524 or erikflana-

gan@ufl.edu for further class information. Minimum 

class size required or class will be cancelled.  

The Ringling 

Bayfront Gardens Workshop:  Fertilizer Basics 

January 12, 10 am – noon 

Price:  $10 Ringling members/$20 Others 

Ticket required:  Contact 941-359-5700 

 

You want to grow your plants, not your problems!  Join 

Ringling staff as we take a look at the laws relating to 

fertilizing your landscape, as well as strategies that 

help keep fertilizers from entering into our waterways.  

This 2-part workshop includes a classroom session 

where we learn about fertilizers and their use in the 

landscape, followed by a walking tour outside (weather 

permitting) where we learn how to properly apply ferti-

lizers to our landscapes.  The talk and discussion will be 

held in the Museum of Art, Chao Lecture Hall.  Please 

wear comfortable clothes and walking shoes. 

Upcoming Activities for January Right Here in our Back Yard  

from Judy Boehm 

 

Hospitality from Harriatt (Skeeter) Smith   

Monica Newcomer, Coldwell Banker realtor Classic Auto Body, Inc.             

Well, I will still say Happy Holidays to all of you!  This year is moving fast!  Soon you will start writing 2019!  With 

Christmas upon us, thinking of January seems far away.  We are just too busy, but the January 16th luncheon is 

right around the corner.  The Hostesses for that luncheon are Pat Danahy, Jo-Anne Schneider, Brenda Burmeis-

ter, Juliet Dietz, Barb Johnson, Kate Kreider, and Barb Murray.  We will be back to normal with the Luncheon cost 

being $7.00 per person. and of course RSVPs are a must.  So call me at 941.812.8811, or easier yet go to our 

website and enter the 2 fields of data on our home page. 

I hope you are enjoying yourself being a member of our wonderful Manatee River Garden Club.  Your friendship 

means a lot to every one of us.  I am again, looking forward to seeing everyone! 

 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR                HAPPY NEW YEAR                

http://www.cortezfloral.com/
https://www.fitnessquestpt.com/
https://sweetbaynursery.com/
http://www.fantasytravel.net/
http://www.johnsonhousemoving.com/
https://www.advancedsprayfoaminc.com/
http://www.publix.com/
http://www.manateewellness.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/design-your-landscape-to-your-site-conditions-tickets-52868692683
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/design-your-landscape-to-your-site-conditions-tickets-52868692683
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
http://wearethehaircompany.com/
https://www.wix.com/

