
 
 
 

MANATEE RIVER GARDEN CLUB 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 20, 2019 
 

Call to order: 
President Chris O’Grady called the meeting to order at 10:00am 
 
Present:  Edie Anderson, Barbara Beury, Judy Boehm, Judy Carroll, Carol Friedman, 
Brenda Johnson, Mariel McRae, Rita Mixer, Mary Patterson, Sandy Plummer, Caryl 
Ponder, Lori Richie, Skeeter Smith, Paula Wolfe 
 
Absent:  Bev Chapin, Betsy Edwards, Caroline Powers 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS 
 
President:  Chris O’Grady reported that Bev Chapin broke her leg, had operation to 
Insert metal rod, and is still in the hospital;  Hilary Boyle is recuperating at home from a 
broken hip;  Caroline Powers is recuperating at home from pneumonia. 
Chris thanked Mariel McRae, Fundraising Director, and everyone that helped, for a job 
well done with the Wine & Cheese Plant Auction. The profit figures are not in yet. 
 
Secretary: The minutes from October 16 Board Meeting were accepted as submitted. 
 
Treasurer:  In lieu of Bev Chapin’s absence, Brenda Johnson, Asst. Treas., submitted a 
copy of the MRGC Trial Balance as of October 31.  She answered any questions about the 
report.  An announcement will be made that any member submitting a Check Request for 
Reimbursement MUST submit it to the Treasurer within 2 weeks after the event or no 
reimbursement will be made.  
 
DIRECTORS’S REPORTS 
 
Publicity:  Judy Boehm moved that we remove the Photo Release Form from the 
Membership Application. A notation will be added to the Membership Application that 
says we routinely take photos during our programs & events and use them for publicity 
purposes. If a new member objects to that, they must contact the Membership Director. 
Mariel McRae seconded the motion and the motion was carried unanimously. 
 
House: Mary Patterson moved to pay $300 for dishwasher repair. Lori Richie seconded 
the motion and the motion was carried unanimously.  Mary needs to have the diswasher 
run once a week to keep it operating.  Mary moved to pay our handyman $1,000.00 in 2 
mnthly paymts of $500. Caryl Ponder seconded the motion and it was carried. (Handyman 
neglected to invoice us for a year even though he was repeatedly reminded to do so.) 
Mary is looking for a new handyman 
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Hospitality:  Carol Friedman will have a clean-out day for the back room on Jan 14th at 
10am. The wood backboards used in flower shows will be painted on one side another 
color for contrast. 
 
Fundraising: Mariel McRae was thanked for her great job of organizing the Wine & 
Cheese Plant Auction.  She will have a wrap meeting to reveal the exact profit figure and 
to record any ideas to make it even better next year.  Mariel would like to invite other 
groups and organizations to the event next year.  Mariel announced that we have added 
another lucrative fund raising event this season called “Painting with a Twist” February 26, 
2020, 6:30pm to 8:30pm at a cost of $39 for each participant.   Our club will receive 50% 
of the proceeds.  
 
 
Grounds:  Paula Wolfe submitted a report from her Grounds Committee Chair, Linda 
Lestock: 
 
1.  We have 2 bids to remove the diseased holly trees in the front garden. 

A. $350 and $50 to have stumps ground down - “Your Kind of Tree” 
B. $150 from Javier our gardener. It was not known if he can grind the 
stumps. 

2.  It was suggested that we contact Gene Brown, Commissioner of our area, to see 
  if we can waive the permit needed to cut the 2 trees down. 

3.  Judy Boehm will meet with Javier to discuss the placing of the new memorial 
                   bricks. 
4.  Gilchrist Landscaping and Javier will be contacted about the cost of fertilization so 
                  we can compare their service. 
5.  Linda Lestock states that Cindy (paid gardener - once a month) is a necessary 
                 expense  because we haven’t been able to persuade enough garden club 
                 members to help.  The Board voted last year to hire a monthly gardener. 

 
Legacy Fund:  Judy Boehm moved that we eliminate the concept of the Legacy Society 
from Legacy Fund Policies and Procedures.  Barbara Beury seconded the motion and it 
was carried.  Brenda Johnson clarified that the Legacy yearly budget for expenses of $200 
will be budgeted at the Budget Committee Meeting as a line item and will be reviewed 
yearly. The Board will continue its discussion and alteration of the Legacy Fund Policies 
and Procedures at the December 18 meeting.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:45am 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Caryl Ponder, Secretary 
 
 


