
 
MANATEE RIVER GARDEN CLUB 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES 

 JANUARY 15, 2020 
Called to Order 

President Chris O’Grady called the meeting to order at 10:04 
 

Present: Judy Boehm, Judy Carroll, Bev Chapin, Carol Friedman, Brenda Johnson, Mariel 
McRae, Mary Patterson, Sandy Plummer, Caryl Ponder, Lori Richie, Paula Wolfe 
Absent:  Edie Anderson, Barbara Beury, Betsy Edwards, Rita Mixer, Harriet Smith 

 
President’s Report: 

Chris O’Grady updated the Board on Rita Mixer’s stroke and asked that we send cards 
and not call her yet.  We did not have a quorum so we could not vote on any motions. 
Chris said we would do email votes if necessary. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Bank balances as of December 31, 2019 
Operating Account: 
Rental Account: 

$ 1,145.71 
$ 8,486.90 (Paid out $2,000 security deposits in Dec) 

Money Market: $ 17,743.16 

Sub Total: $ 27,375.77 

Eaton Funds: $ 10,245.76 

Legacy Funds: $ 500.00 

Memorial Funds: $ 1,515.71 

Cadence CD: $ 41,610.11 

Total all accounts $ 81,247.35 
 

Secretary’s Report:  Corrected minutes from Dec. 15, 2019 were approved as  
recorded.  
 
Publicity:  Judy Boehm wants to make a motion that public advertising not be added to 
MRGC website.  The vote will be tabled until February meeting since we did not have a 
quorum. 

 
Fundraising:  Mariel McRae submitted a detailed budget for the Garden  Tour 2020. 
She wanted to make sure there are enough funds to add to the tour budget if needed. 
She was assured that all reimbursements will be made in full.  The budget is regarded 
as a guide - not as a strict document. The tour expenses are reimbursed by the profit 
made by the tour, luncheon and donations. 

 
Grounds: Paula Wolfe reported she is working with her committee to see where 
expenses can be reduced in the care of the grounds.  Our present landscaper, Javier 
Cruz, has a Social Security issue that he doesn’t seem to want to fix and has been 
uncommunicative.  We are not paying him at the present time.  We have the name of 
another landscaping company that sounds good.  Paula and Linda Lestock are 
interviewing them as a possible replacement for Javier Cruz. 
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Grounds continued 
Issues to vote on or discuss next month regarding grounds: 
1.  Cost to trim Pencil Cactus - $35 per hour. 
2.  Lawn fertilization by Gilchrist is $80 per month.  Should we stop that service? 
3.  Stump grinding bid for holly tree stumps is $150 per stump.   Yes or No 
4.  City of Bradenton mandates we plant 2 trees to replace 2 cut down. 

 
Chris O’Grady emphasized the importance of making sure everyone considered for 
grounds maintenance has adequate insurance coverage.  Proof of insurance MUST be 
mailed to us directly from their insurance office. A copy of coverage handed to us is NOT 
sufficient. 
 
Community Outreach:   Judy Carroll reported that she researched the possibility of 
MRGC joining the Chamber of Commerce for a cost of $413.00 per year.  She did not 
recommend it as we would not get any results from the investment.  In discussion, 
the board agreed.  
 
New Business: 
A nominating committee was formed and committee members are to elect a chairman. 
1.  Nominating Committee volunteers from the Board are: 

① Mariel McRae 
② Mary Patterson  
③ Judy Carroll 

Volunteers from the general membership are: 
① Betsy Lieberman 
② Rosemary Nichols 

In March, the committee will present a slate of candidates to the governing board and to 
the general membership.  Elections will be held in May.  See page 43 of our handbook for 
additional information. 
 
2. State website is changing its procedures so that the Membership Chairman will have 

easier reporting. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:20 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
Caryl Ponder, Secretary 


