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 8:30am-10:30am   

 Garden Angels 

Calendar Events 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Such encouraging news about the efficacy and availability of the coronavirus vaccines! Hopefully, everyone 

who wants the vaccine will have had the opportunity to be inoculated by the time summer is over. I know we 

are all tired of staying home, wearing masks, distancing ourselves from loved ones and constantly disinfect-

ing everything. What a blessing when our lives can return to “normal” again.  

 

The Board met on Wednesday, December 9, to discuss plans for the new year. I presented survey results at 

that time. Out of 103 members, 25 people answered my survey of only 5 questions. Thank you to everyone 

who took the time to do so. The vast majority of respondents were in favor of waiting for the vaccines before 

resuming Club activities. The Board voted unanimously not to hold any events, except for Garden Angels, 

until September, 2021. Although we will miss getting together with our friends for fun times at the Club, the 

health and safety of our members must be the top priority. No Garden Club event is worth risking our lives. 

As your current president, I feel a great sense of responsibility for all of our members. I am extremely 

pleased with the Board’s wise decision. 

 

At the Board meeting, it was decided the Flower Show will be held next fall. The tentative dates are Friday 

and Saturday, November 12 and 13, 2021. The Wine and Cheese/Plant Auction will likely be held in February, 

2022. The Garden Tour, including the gala and luncheon, will be in April, 2022. Exact dates will be deter-

mined later. With the expectation of vaccines, we can safely look forward to resuming our wonderful and fun-

filled events.  

 

A big shout out to Cheryl Rosten and Cathy Lamb for their recent donations to the Club. I thank you so 

much. Your generosity is greatly appreciated and will help the Club to get through these lean financial times. 

 

Please send your volunteer hours to Paula Wolfe. If you have not been keeping track, send 

Paula an estimate of your time. Remember, you may also count travel time. Volunteer 

hours are a requirement for maintaining the Club’s 

important 501(c)(3) status.  

 

Continued on page 2... 

Please report your hours worked on club projects 

at home, time with Garden Angels, and any volun-

teer hours at MRGC events. Contact Paula Wolfe at  

silverlady3@gmail.com in order to record your 

hours. You don't have to specify how the hours 

were spent - just write the total hours. This is a 

"Must-Do" for our 501(c)(3) status. Thank you. 

Volunteer Hours  
From Paula Wolfe 

http://www.manateerivergardenclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-River-Garden-Club-Inc-111599842213036/
https://twitter.com/manateeriverga2
https://www.instagram.com/manateerivergardenclub/?hl=en
http://www.instagram.com/manateerivergardenclub
mailto:BLPOOOH@aol.com


President’s letter continued... 

 

 

 

I know we all take pride in our beautiful Clubhouse and lovely grounds. The grounds are extensive 

and require a lot of upkeep. Unfortunately, the monthly turnout for Garden Angels is extremely low. 

Until rentals are plentiful again, the Club does not have the funds to hire full-time help to maintain the 

gardens. We must rely solely on our members. Linda Lestock (and her husband) have been doing a 

fabulous job spearheading the work on our grounds for the past 8 years. Thank you so much for all 

your hard work and dedication, Linda. In order to attract rentals, our grounds must be impeccable. 

The Garden Angels need help. In addition to the regular, monthly Garden Angels’ workday, I am going 

to schedule another workday in mid-January. The weather should be perfect. I will send out an e-mail 

blast later when the date has been determined. I am asking everyone who is able, to come and work 

for an hour or more. Even if you have health conditions which make it impossible for you to work, 

come and socialize a bit with fellow members. You can be a “supervisor”!  Everyone is invited and 

encouraged to attend. Obviously, we will be working outside, wearing masks and social distancing. 

You all know the drill. This is an excellent time to rack up some volunteer hours. The fresh air and 

camaraderie will do us all good. I look forward to seeing you in the gardens soon.  

 

Chris 

 

 
Flowers are 
Nature’s 
Jewelry 
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January 

Cindy Perez 1/13 

Denise Pendelton 1/13 

June Krogoll 1/13 

Cheryl Rosten 1/14 

Barbara Crepeau 1/16 

Kate Kreider 1/20 

Annette Stein 1/26 

Garden Angels  
from Linda Lestock

Garden Angels will 

meet on Tuesday, Jan-

uary 12 at 8:30am. 

lindatajer@yahoo.com 

mailto:lindatajer@yahoo.com?subject=Garden%20Angels
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Community Outreach from Pat Danahy 

 

 

Happy Holidays to everyone! With the strangeness of this year, it seemed to fly by as years do. We can 

all hope and pray this pandemic soon slows with the vaccine, and gets under control so we can get to-

gether again. 

As you all are aware, we have not been able to have our Outreach days 

with the seniors at Meals on Wheels Plus Adult Day Care. Doing floral 

arrangements for Essential Workers has taken its place. This month I 

managed 2 arrangements: Main US Postal Service office on RT 64 in 

Bradenton and Publix on Lakewood Ranch Blvd. that I go to all of the 

time  

 

I do believe it made the Post Office staff’s 

day; the smiles and Thank You’s were from 

their hearts. Every one of the workers were 

surprised and appreciative that Manatee 

River Garden Club would take the time to 

think of them and say “Thank You”. The 

Publix staff was the same way. As you can 

see, both were fairly simple designs and 

only cost a few dollars to make but were 

worth so much more to them! 

 

If you do decide to give a design to any 

Essential Workers, please tell me who and 

send a picture to include in newsletter. The joy and pleasure you will get 

out of seeing the smiles are worth so much more than the cost of your 

creation. 

 

Everyone knows of someplace that stayed open to provide services while so many are safe at home dur-

ing this year. Those are the folks we want to thank. Fire Departments, Police Departments, Hospitals, 

Urgent Care offices, local Post Offices, Gas Stations, Drug Stores to name a few. It is a simple act that 

shares so much, and each and every one is appreciated. 

 

Please help with this MRGC project. It puts our name out into the Community and puts so many smiles 

on faces. Especially since as a Club, we can do no social activities this year. 

Flowers for Publix 

Flowers for Post Office 

Have you heard about a member who 

has had a recent illness, hospitalization 

or loss of a family member?  Maybe this 

person could use a dose of sunshine. 

Contact Judy Zampello at 792-3333 or 

judyzampello@hotmail.com to have a 

card sent. 

Sunshine from Judy Zampello  Membership from Edie Anderson 

Happy New Year to all our members. 

My New Year’s resolution is to think 

positive. And not look back on 2020. 

Let us do our best to go forward 

with a smile on our face. Yes, I am 

terribly disappointed that our club 

won’t be meeting, and our very fa-

vorite events are being cancelled. 

The health and safety of all our 

members and their families is what 

is most important. We all need to do 

our part so we can turn this crazy 

world around. If any of you feel iso-

lated and lonely please feel free to 

give me a call and we can chat at 941-447-5024.  

mailto:judyzampello@hotmail.com


Are you up for a Challenge Design? 

 

In a Challenge Design, the designer is supplied with the materials necessary to make a complete design. When I 

competed at the World Flower Show in Dublin, I entered a Challenge Design class. I did not have to worry about 

bringing any design components or plant material with me. All the exhibitors in my class were supplied with 

identical components and plant materials, and we were given four hours to make our designs. It was so interest-

ing to see how each designer approached the challenge, and at the end there were 20 very different designs all 

using the same materials. 

 

National Garden Clubs included the Challenge Design in the latest edition of Handbook for Flower Shows and 

defines it as “a design where the Flower Show Committee provides identical components to Exhibitors. Not all 

provided materials must be used.” MRGC has included this type of design in past flower shows, and I thought it 

might be fun to have a “virtual” Challenge Design with some of our members. 

 

I have asked four members who have been responding to my columns 

to participate in this project. Each member was given the following 

supplies: 

• Three wooden tray containers 

• Two blocks of black Oasis floral foam 

• One roll of “bark” ribbon 

• One roll of light blue bind wire 

• Six wood callas 

 

The rules for this Challenge are: 

• You must use at least one of the wood containers in the design. 

• You must use at least two of the other supplied components. 

• You are responsible for supplying your plant material. 

 

Each designer will photograph their completed design and I will share 

them with you next month. I can hardly wait to see the finished de-

signs! 

“Stem Benders”—Floral Design Study Group by Janice Hamlin 
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Flower Show  by Crystal Herold 

 

The Board took into account the results of the survey on whether to continue with the 

Flower Show, Garden Tour, etc. for this club year. Therefore, we are exchanging Dr. 

Seuss for the Grinch and postponing our 2021 “obSEUSSed” Seussical Celebration until 

November 12 & 13, 2021! Please mark your calendars in anticipation! Hopefully, every-

one who committed to help will be here and willing to continue as you had volunteered. 

Now that we have more time, we can add two or more Educational Exhibits and go for 

more awards. Any suggestions on topics and any volunteers can email me 

at clherold@gmail.com. Hope everyone’s holidays are safe and joyful! 

 

Crystal Herold, 2021 Flower Show Chair 

mailto:clherold@gmail.com
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 Grants And Scholarships by Betsy Lieberman 

 

 

Eaton Awards: 

All projects have been delayed but are all in motion. We hope to be able to announce that early in 2021, the 

outdoor visits to most of the projects will be possible. Thank you for your patience.  

 

 

Legacy:  At this time of the year we are grateful for family and friends and continue to help where we can. 

In the spirit of giving, the following information may be helpful for you with 2020 coming to an end. 

*Donors who itemize tax returns may now deduct up to 100% (increased from 60%) of their 2020 Adjusted 

Gross Income for charitable gifts in cash to qualified charities (501c3). 

*Donors who do not itemize tax returns may now take an additional “above-the-line” deduction for charita-

ble gifts made in cash up to $300.  

Enjoy the Holiday Season and Stay Well! 

 

WE ALL WANT TO LEAVE A LEGACY;  LET MRGC BE PART OF YOURS. 

For information, contact Betsy Lieberman, chair of the Legacy Fund Committee, 

or look on our website under SUPPORT 

 

Nancy Benny, an elder in MRGC, plants a croton as a way of connecting today to tomorrow. 

Treasurer’s Report  
From Bev Chapin, Treasurer 

 

Bank Balances as of November 30, 2020 
 
Operating Account:    $ 1,627.78  [-$566 debit just for monthly utilities and  

     checks written] 

Rental Account:   $ 6,569.06  [+$2,397 deposits and checks written] 

Money Market:   $12,871.04 
    

Funds Available:        $21.067.88 
 

Eaton Funds:   $2,778.36 

Memorial Funds:  $1,579.81 

Legacy Funds:  $500.00 
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You may be seeing monarch butterflies on blooming plants in your 

garden – a year-round phenomenon in south Florida. They are 

indiscriminate feeders – they will take nectar from any plant but 

will only lay eggs on milkweed. If you see the tiny milky-colored 

eggs in your garden, that’s a start. But there are many pitfalls for 

a butterfly egg. They are prey for ants, beetles, and other insects. 

The eggs are likely infected with the parasitic disease called OE 

(ophryocystis elektroscirrha) at the time they are laid. Every time 

a female monarch lands on a milkweed leaf, she is likely shedding 

spores of OE. If you are seeing monarch caterpillars – yellow, 

black and white stripes with a set of antenna front and back – on 

milkweed, they are probably also infected with OE. The growing 

caterpillars are also prey for wasps and our common anoles. 

 

You are not likely to see the light green chrysalises – they may be under a leaf, 

on a fence, under a branch – they usually crawl upwards from the plants to pu-

pate. If they do not have an abundance of OE spores, they will emerge or 

“eclose” and fly away to begin a new generation. A chrysalis that turns dark but 

never produces a butterfly, or a weak butterfly that cannot fly, are signs of OE. 

If you are interested in raising monarchs, you need a mesh cage, which can be 

purchased online for less than $30. You will need floral tubes and a tube rack to 

hold them; you will place cuttings into the tubes for feeding your caterpillars. 

Perhaps the most critical need is a bleaching tub – I use a kitty litter tub with a 

lid. I keep a 5% bleach solution in this tub – every leaf containing an egg and 

every cutting that goes into the cage to feed the caterpillars gets bleached then 

rinsed thoroughly before feeding. If you search your milkweed and find the tiniest baby caterpillars, 

they can be bleached for about 30 seconds, then placed in the cage. Larger caterpillars are more likely 

to have OE but are more likely to succumb in the bleach bath, so I keep them in a separate cage and 

feed them only bleached cuttings. 

 

Remember the book “Hungry Caterpillar”? They really are hungry and eat 

voraciously as they grow. A few plants in your garden will quickly disap-

pear, and you will be desperate to keep your caged cats fed. Welcome to 

the world of raising monarchs! Be prepared – keep extra plants on hand. 

One friend keeps a few plants in her lanai so no “wild” cats get to them 

before she needs them to feed her “raised” cats. 

 

The reward is the release of a healthy caterpillar back into the wild. I 

have released over 200 in 2020, and who knows, maybe some of them 

have the migration gene. Someday I may start tagging so I can see where they go. If you are interest-

ed in getting serious about raising monarchs, I would be happy to answer your questions. Please con-

tact me at mw121150@gmail.com. 

Garden News by Marsha Wikle 

When a friend emailed that her garden has been put to bed for the winter, it 

gave me pause. I did not know you could do that! I still have seven or eight 

plants blooming – porterweed, plumbago, dune sunflower, buttonwood sage, 

lantana, penta, bleeding heart, tropical milkweed, geraniums and Spanish needle. We are harvesting beets 

and greens, what has not been eaten by critters! I could not believe the mystery forager is snails!! Today I 

sprinkled slug and snail bait in the earth boxes. We have had a few tasty tomatoes, but most 

of them have succumbed to blossom end rot in spite of spraying. I purchased a two-foot 

southern red cedar from the Manatee Department of Natural Resources. It is strung with 

lights for now, but in January will go back to Robinson’s to be planted in the new preserve. I 

have 30 monarch caterpillars feeding, so I am carefully watching the tropical milkweed to 

make sure I have enough to last. There is no rest for this gardener! 

Raising Monarchs in a Florida Garden by Marsha Wikle 

 

 

mailto:mw121150@gmail.com


UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension Service 

Webinar registration: https://www.eventbrite.com/o/

ufifas-extension-sarasota-county-422952084 - no 

charge 

 

Creating Your Edible Garden 

Wed, January 6 from 10:30am to noon 

Instructors:  Susan Webb Tyler, Regional Special-

ized Agent for Community and School Gardens, 

UF/IFAS Extension, and Mindy Hanak, Community 

and School Garden Coordinator, UF/IFAS Extension 

Sarasota County 

 

Cooking with Spices and Herbs  

Thursday, January 7 from 1-2pm 

 

Edible Gardening Series 

Join Agriculture Extension Agent Sarah Bostick and 

Chemicals in the Environment Agent Carol Wyatt-

Evens for our lunchtime series on edible garden-

ing! Join us for as many or as few sessions as you 

would like. Each session will start with a 10-

minute deep dive into a single topic and then open 

up for participants to ask gardening questions.  

 

Winter Greens 

Monday, January 11 from 12:00-12:30pm 

 

Starting Seedlings 

Monday, January 25 from 12:00-12:30pm 

 

Invasive Species Series 

Part I:  Invasive Plants Near You 

January 11 from 1-3pm 

 

Florida-Friendly Landscaping 

Tuesday, January 19 from 9:30-11:30am 

Instructor: Wilma Holley Florida-Friendly Land-

scaping Specialist 

 

Florida Snakes 

Monday, January 25 from 9-11am 

Instructor: Wilma Holley,  Florida-Friendly Land-

scaping™ program specialist 

 

Understanding your Soil 

Wednesday, January 27 from 1-3pm 

Instructor: Sarah Bostick, UF/IFAS Sustainable 

Agriculture Extension Agent Sarasota County  

 

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 

Better Photography Starts with Your Phone  

Wednesday, January 20 from 10:00am – 1:00pm 

Class fee is $75; $55 for members 

Information:  https://selby.org/events/new-better-

photography-starts-with-your-phone-downtown-

sarasota-campus/ 

Upcoming Activities for January Right Here in our 

Back Yard  by Judy Boehm 
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Please thank our 2020-2021 individual and corporate sponsors by 

supporting them whenever possible 

Monica Newcomer, Coldwell Banker Realtor 
Mary Widner Insurance Agency 

 

Member Sponsors 

Hilary Boyle 

Crystal Herold 

Barbara Crepeau 

Chris O’Grady 

June Krogal 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-extension-sarasota-county-422952084
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-extension-sarasota-county-422952084
https://selby.org/events/new-better-photography-starts-with-your-phone-downtown-sarasota-campus/
https://selby.org/events/new-better-photography-starts-with-your-phone-downtown-sarasota-campus/
https://selby.org/events/new-better-photography-starts-with-your-phone-downtown-sarasota-campus/
http://www.cortezfloral.com/
https://sweetbaynursery.com/
http://www.fantasytravel.net/
https://www.advancedsprayfoaminc.com/
http://www.manateewellness.com/
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/fl/bradenton/agent/monica-newcomer/aid_12677/
https://agency.nationwide.com/fl/bradenton/34209/mary-widner-agency-inc
https://www.embracehomeloans.com/?utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_source=bing&utm_campaign=112118-brand-multi-gen-ready&utm_term=embrace%20home%20loans&utm_adcreative=&msclkid=670c345d7fd41a43cdcf6b31996fd216&utm_content=Embrace%20Home%20Loan
https://www.wix.com/
https://johnsonhousemoving.com/

