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Hi Everyone, 

 

We find ourselves in the fall season with the expectation of no more hurricanes and cooler weather. Our 

gardens are calling our names and begging to be weeded, mulched and planted anew. Holidays are fast ap-

proaching. Unfortunately, the coronavirus has not loosened its grip and continues to play a major role in our 

lives. We will re-evaluate guidelines in December and decide how/if we will proceed with meetings in the 

new year. Zoom meetings are an option. I will be conducting a brief survey among our members in early 

December to learn your feelings. There will be a Board meeting on Wednesday, December 9, at 11am to 

review survey results. As always, everyone’s health and safety will be our number one priority. 

 

As most of you know, the clubhouse is used as a voting precinct. Please note the clubhouse will be closed 

Thursday, October 29, through Thursday, November 5. This allows for delivery and pick up of election 

equipment and voting on Tuesday, November 3. Remember to perform your civic duty and vote at your own 

precinct. 

 

The clubhouse will also be closed for cleaning and set up on Friday, November 6. Good news! There is a 

baby shower scheduled for Saturday, November 7. Yes, rentals are beginning to resume. Restrictions have 

been lifted and we are now able to rent the clubhouse at full capacity. 

 

Janice Hamlin has volunteered to teach floral design classes cleverly named “Stem Benders”. She has some 

great ideas for new and interesting classes. Please contact her to sign up for the fun. Janice is a highly 

awarded designer and judge who gets paid to teach classes all over the country. We are so fortunate to be 

able to partake of her talent at no charge. Thank you, Janice. Register today and do not miss out on this 

wonderful opportunity. You do not have to be a designer to attend the classes. Beginners are welcome.  

 

Caryl Ponder has graciously volunteered to chair the Garden Tour in April 2021. The exact date is yet to be 

set. There will be no gala nor luncheon. As always, we will need lots of volunteers to make the tour a suc-

cess. 

 

Speaking of volunteers, the Garden Angels group is in dire need of help. The weather is getting cooler now 

and working outside in the fresh air will be more pleasant. Linda Lestock (Grounds Director), her husband 

and very few MRGC members have been working hard to keep our landscape in shape. Especially with rent-

als picking up, well-groomed grounds are extremely important. If you can possibly work once monthly, your 

help will be greatly appreciated. Social distancing and mask wearing are practiced. Contact 

Linda if you can help. 

 

I look forward to the day we can all meet safely again and resume Club activities. I wish 

everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Chris 

Flowers are 
Nature’s 
Jewelry 

Calendar Events 

 November 10 

 8:30am-10:30am   

 Garden Angels 

http://www.manateerivergardenclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-River-Garden-Club-Inc-111599842213036/
https://twitter.com/manateeriverga2
https://www.instagram.com/manateerivergardenclub/?hl=en
http://www.instagram.com/manateerivergardenclub


Flower Show  by Crystal Herold 

 

 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go! 

With that in mind, I need to do a survey of members to determine the status of our planned 

“obSEUSSed” A SEUSSICAL CELEBRATION FLOWER SHOW scheduled for March 12th and 13th, 

2021.   

I have some questions for everyone:  

Do you dare to stay out? Do you dare to go in? How many of you will attend? 

How many of you will serve on a committee and help us finish planning, setting up, and serving at the 

show?   

How many of you will enter a design or piece of horticulture?  

How many of you will encourage others to come? 

I am sorry to say so but, sadly, it’s true: It seems almost certain that the country will still be 

masking and social distancing in March. We can mask up while we are there and space entry of the 

attendees, but will the vendors want to come, the people want to buy from them? Will the effort to put 

this on serve its purpose as a gift to the community? 

Simply it’s not, I’m afraid you will find, for a mind-maker-upper to make up his mind. Please 

let me know your feelings so we can decide on how we proceed from here.  

So be sure when you step. Step with care and great tact and remember that Life’s a Great 

Balancing Act. 

Just send me an email at clherold@gmail.com and cc it to Chris O’Grady at  

mrgcpresident1929@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you everyone! 

 

November 

Christine Tirpak 11/10 

Paula Ney 11/11 

Lori Burler 11/23 

Julie McClure 11/24 

Barbara Murray 11/26 

KC Jeronimo 11/28 

Edie Anderson 11/30 

Sandra Filer 11/30 
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FFGC 2021 Calendars  
by Pat Danahy, FFGC Calendar Distribution Chairman 

 

The 2021 Florida Federation of Garden Clubs Floral Design Calen-

dar will be the last one for a while. Their Finance Board decided 

since no flower shows or conventions are occurring, there would 

be a shortage of pictures to use. Until garden clubs get back to 

more normal and shows and conventions are occurring to provide 

more unique designs, there will be no 2022 calendar for sure. 

 

If you are interested in purchasing a 2021 calendar or multiple 

calendars for gifts, the cost is $8.52 each. If you require shipping, 

there is an additional cost, but with free time as it is, I would be 

happy to deliver or meet you halfway to save money. 

 

It is a beautiful calendar as always, and several MRGC designers 

are represented. Another reason to be proud of MRGC! 

 

Please contact me at danahy2010@gmail.com, (716) 622-1219 or 

(941) 254-4687. There is an order form on the FFGC web site to 

be mailed with a check made out to FFGC to my attention: 7005 

River Hammock Drive, Unit 103, Bradenton 34212. 

Well things are finally picking up a bit around the 

club! Of course, we have the election, but there are 

a few rental events on the calendar as well. I am 

sure I speak for everyone when I say how much I 

miss seeing all of you and our club events. Maybe 

when 2020 is behind us we can start fresh! 

 

Speaking of starting fresh, I am trying to sort out 

the back room a bit. There are several of the mir-

rors we created out of recycled materials for the 

flower show back there. If you would like yours 

back, please let me know and I will meet you at the 

club to get it.  

 

I have been keeping up with regular maintenance 

tasks: AC, bugs, fire inspection, trash, etc. There 

was a leak from the ice maker which got fixed to-

day. The water did not bother our new floors one 

bit!  

 

Many thanks to our fearless leader Chris and her 

husband Steve for their help. Chris ran the vacuum 

and cleaned the bathrooms while Steve painted the 

lanai ceiling where new wood had been added. He 

also fixed a leaky pipe in the bathroom. And a belat-

ed thank you to Barb Crepeau for cleaning those 

cloudy windows! 

House Notes from Mary Patterson 

mailto:danahy2010@gmail.com
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WE ALL WANT TO LEAVE A LEGACY;  LET MRGC BE PART OF YOURS. 

For information, contact Betsy Lieberman, chair of the Legacy Fund Committee, 

or look on our website under SUPPORT 

Nancy Benny, an elder in MRGC, plants a croton as a way of connecting today to tomorrow. 

Treasurer’s Report  
From Bev Chapin, Treasurer 

 

Bank Balances as of September 30, 2020 
 
Operating Account:    $  5,190.22 

Rental Account:     $  4,269.06 

Money Market:     $12,870.82 

  ======= 
Funds Available/Total:    $22,330.10 
 

Eaton Funds:     $  2,778.36 

Memorial Funds:     $  1,579.80 

Legacy Funds:    $     500.00 

Have you heard about a member who 

has had a recent illness, hospitalization 

or loss of a family member?  Maybe this 

person could use a dose of sunshine. 

Contact Judy Zampello at 792-3333 or 

judyzampello@hotmail.com to have a 

card sent. 

Sunshine from Judy Zampello 

 

Please thank our 2020-2021 individual and corporate sponsors by supporting them 

whenever possible 

Monica Newcomer, Coldwell Banker Realtor Mary Widner Insurance Agency 

Member Sponsors 
 

Hilary Boyle 

Crystal Herold 

Barbara Crepeau 

Chris O’Grady 

June Krogal 

mailto:judyzampello@hotmail.com
http://www.cortezfloral.com/
https://sweetbaynursery.com/
http://www.fantasytravel.net/
https://www.advancedsprayfoaminc.com/
http://www.manateewellness.com/
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/fl/bradenton/agent/monica-newcomer/aid_12677/
https://agency.nationwide.com/fl/bradenton/34209/mary-widner-agency-inc
https://www.embracehomeloans.com/?utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_source=bing&utm_campaign=112118-brand-multi-gen-ready&utm_term=embrace%20home%20loans&utm_adcreative=&msclkid=670c345d7fd41a43cdcf6b31996fd216&utm_content=Embrace%20Home%20Loan
https://www.wix.com/
https://johnsonhousemoving.com/
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Community Outreach from Pat Danahy 

 

 

How can it be November already????? But it is, and life is about the same as it has been most of the 

year. So, since Community Outreach cannot make Seniors smile and laugh, this Director, with the help 

of special members, is making Essential Workers smile and feel good! 

 

Rita Mixer made a beautiful design for the West Manatee Fire Rescue. That is the group that took care 

of Rita when she had her stroke and transported her to the hospital for the necessary care within 

minutes - and now she is fine. None of us can thank the First Responders enough for the unselfish acts 

they do every day. As a special note, every flower or green in her arrangement is from her garden! 

Thank you, Rita, for recognizing such important Essential Workers. 

 

I made a small design for the East County Fire Department. The office happens to be the headquarters 

for many places but also houses multiple pieces of apparatus for life saving needs. After I saw Rita’s 

design, I felt I should apologize for mine, but they appreciated that Manatee River Garden Club would 

take the time to thank them for their service. 

 

As you can see, floral arrangements do not have to be ornate or over the top to be appreciated. A vase 

of flowers from Publix would be enjoyed. The thanks and appreciation from the folks that receive them 

is worth every minute of time and cost of flowers to make these important people feel appreciated. 

 

Please think about creating a little something for a library, post office, police station, or fire station 

near you. Any place that is there to get the rest of us through this period of stresses and strains. It is 

definitely worth it! 

 

If you do decide to make a little something, please leave a note that it is from Manatee River Garden 

Club or let me know. I have some business cards that could be included. Take a picture of who re-

ceived it and of the design. And when you send the mails to me, please give a little story as to why you 

chose that place to cheer up and thank.  Do not hesitate to contact me 

at danahy2010@gmail.com or (716) 622-1219 or (941) 254-4687. 

Volunteer Hours  
From Paula Wolfe 

Please report your hours worked on 

club projects at home, time with Garden Angels, 

and any volunteer hours at MRGC events. Contact 

Paula Wolfe at  silverlady3@gmail.com in order to 

record your hours. You don't have to specify how 

the hours were spent - just write the total 

hours. This is a "Must-Do" for our 501(c)(3) sta-

tus. Thank you. 

Garden Angels  
from Linda Lestock

Garden Angels will meet on 

Tuesday, November 10 at 

8:30am. Bring your tools and 

water for hydration. We are in 

definite need of volunteers ... 

hope you are available to join 

this garden-glove group. 

Thanks, Linda Lestock 

Pat’s floral arrangement for East 

County Fire Department 

Rita’s arrangement for  

West Manatee Fire Rescue 

Administrator at East 

County Fire Department 

mailto:danahy2010@gmail.com
mailto:BLPOOOH@aol.com


 

“Stem Benders”—Floral Design Study Group by Janice Hamlin 
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Expression and Interpretation in Flower Arranging 

Last month, I shared with you my approach for making a flower arrangement with “found” plant mate-

rials. Look at the color, texture, line, and/or form of the plant materials available and then decide up-

on a design to make. I did not think about expressing an emotion or interpreting a theme when I 

made my design – I just wanted to make a pleasing design.  

This month, I want to consider the reason for the flower arrangement first. Why do I want to make an 

arrangement? Is it for a particular event, holiday, or perhaps for a flower show? In these cases, inter-

pretation and expression are important and must be considered at the beginning of the design pro-

cess. I will choose plant materials because of their color, texture, line, and form. 

Here are two things to consider when choosing plant materials for expression and interpretation. 

1. The elemental qualities of plant materials you choose can be used to interpret a specific theme. 

Color – Probably the first element of design that many people will use for interpretation. Many 

holidays, celebrations, events, etc. have colors that most people will associate with them. 

Also remember that different values, tints and tones of the same hue might alter its expres-

sion (think how pink is interpreted versus red). 

Line – Vertical lines in a design can be uplifting and inspirational. Horizontal lines can be restful & 

quiet. Thin lines imply grace, delicacy, and weakness while heavy lines imply boldness, mas-

culinity, and strength. Upward curved lines suggest vigor. Downward curved lines imply sad-

ness. Diagonal lines are forceful and appear driven. Zig-zag lines suggest restlessness. 

Texture – Smooth and shiny textures will convey a different emotion than rough or course tex-

tures. Texture is very important when planning a table design. The texture of linens and com-

ponents will definitely affect degree of formality of the table design. 

Form – Closed form flowers such as anthuriums and roses appear stronger than an open form 

flower like a daisy.  

 

2. The type of plant materials you choose may readily express a title or mood. 

Class Title is “An English Garden” – one would expect to see roses, delphiniums, and other cot-

tage garden type flowers. 

Class Title is “A Night in the Tropics” – strelitzia, anthuriums, orchids, tropical greenery all ex-

press this title. 

 

Here are two designs done by Carol Friedman from MRGC and Emily 

Yaffee from Sarasota Garden Club. They were asked to make a design 

for a class titled “Corona Virus”. Emily Yaffee used plant materials and 

components with colors and forms we associate with the Corona virus. 

Carol chose to express the title through the way she organized her de-

sign. Her explanation is, “We are all the same, but just separated by the 

COVID restrictions”. Thus, her use of a plexiglass screen and face mask 

in her design.  

 

In March 2021, MRGC will present 

“Obseussed” A Standard Flower Show. 

Even though we do not know the exact 

titles or types of classes for the flower 

show, we know from the title it will be a 

show featuring fun colors, quirky forms, 

joyful lines, and expressive textures. I 

am already excited and looking forward 

to seeing many creative and expressive 

designs! 
Emily Yaffee from Sarasota  

Garden Club 

Carol Friedman’s design 



The Reluctant Vegetable Gardener Update by Marsha Wikle 
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So what is going on in my vegetable garden six weeks in? I have invested in two 

more earth boxes – why not jump in with both Wellies? There is one with bush beans 

– the busiest box by far. Lots of beans are set, just not big enough to harvest. They 

have to hold butter, right? The most yield so far is the lettuce box. I have had several 

salads from the Cherokee red lettuce, and we have added bok choy to a couple of stir 

fry meals. I replaced the sweet basil plant – they do not tend to like hot weather, and 

the first plant died back. The sweet snacking peppers are the prettiest color purple, 

but the cook (roommate) says they are not ready yet. I have three tomato plants – 

two in earth box singles and one in a non-earth planter. The earth tomatoes are do-

ing much better. I pulled SIX tobacco hornworms from these two plants two weeks 

ago. Cook diced them (for disposal) but I made sure it was after supper was fixed. 

Since I raise monarchs, I have to deal with caterpillars every day; these were so big 

they were CREEPY. The newest box has spinach plugs – most of which were not strong 

enough to survive the first 24 hours, and beets sprouting from seed. 

 

The total investment is over $325, but that is typical for a small first year garden. My 

friend Linda has around two dozen boxes. She misses her recently deceased partner, 

whose job it was to keep the reservoirs full - no small task! She mistakenly calculated 

she needed 96, instead of 48, strawberry plants so I will be visiting her in early Janu-

ary for strawberry delights! 

 

Sprouts of Knowledge about Vegetable Gardening 

• Choose a site with well-drained soil that also holds moisture. 

• Need to be close to watering source. 

• Stick a finger 2-3 inches into soil to test for moisture before watering. 

• Water at 6-8am so leaves dry well before nightfall. 

• Sunlight moves with the season – do you have enough? 

• Will growing plants shade other plants? 

• Florida sand is poor in nutrients – edibles are exempt from county fertilizer ban. 

• Add organic matter to sandy soil 3 weeks before planting. 

• Quick release fertilizer is good for visible nutrient deficiencies, i.e. yellowing leaves. 

• Leafy crops need more nitrogen in fertilizer. 

• Fruit crops need more potassium as fruit develops (i.e. tomatoes). 

• Beware of treated wood in raised beds. 

• Use potting soil NOT garden soil in beds for good drainage. 

• Examine purchased plants for pests or diseases – look for white masses, holes 

in leaves, sticky residue. 

• Follow package directions when planting seeds – especially depth. 

• Tomato transplants want to be planted deep to develop better root system. 

• Beware of nematodes and learn control methods. 

• Harvest greens when young and tender. 

• Kale is easy to grow! 

 

If my bullets leave you hungry for more information, see the Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide at  

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/vh02 . 

Tobacco Hornworm 

Monarch caterpillar 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/vh02


8 

 

Is there something happening 

in your garden that you can’t 

wait to tell someone? Tell ALL in 

this new column in Happenings.  

How Does Your Garden Grow?      
     By Marsha Wikle 

 

 

Flowers in the Dominican Republic 

The design was made with flowers I found on the grounds. I have no mechanism here, sticks & stones. 

 

              KC Jeronimo 



June Krogoll 

 

Montauk daises and hibiscus in N.J. just 

before the deer enjoyed them. North and 

South combo. Looking forward to my 

southern gardening soon. 

 

What is blooming right now. 

Orange is a vanda orchid. White & purple is dendrobium orchid. Red & green leaves are caladiums.                  

Caryl Ponder 

Judy Zampello 

 

 

 
 

 

I’m doing something in my winter garden I don’t usually do. 

I’m planting seeds. I’m making “old-fashioned” flowers my 

theme. I am planting several varieties of sunflowers in differ-

ent heights and colors, morning glories, sweet peas and edi-

ble nasturtiums. These are all flowers I remember in my 

mom’s summer garden when I was a child. Sunflowers were 

my dad’s favorites. My garden will take me on a pleasant 

stroll down memory lane.  

 

Chris O’Grady 

Porterweed –  

Can’t wait to get this trimmed back or dug out. It 

Is invasive. 

Ludisia discolor/jewel orchid in my yard  

stapelia gigantica (carrion flower) 
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UF/IFAS Manatee County Extension Service 

Webinar Registration:  https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/

events/?location=manatee  

 

Tree Care Webinar Series:  Selection and Planting 

Friday, October 30 - Selection and Planting at 12pm 

Friday, November 6 - Establishment and Maintenance 

at 12pm 

Friday, November 13 – Pruning at 12pm 

 

Join UF/IFAS Extension Manatee County's Residential 

Horticulture Agent for a series of webinars focused on 

community tree care. Trees are incredibly important 

for our personal and environmental health. This series 

will cover selection and planting, establishment and 

maintenance and pruning. Register for one or all 

three. 

 

SSSnakes of Southwest Florida Zoom Webinar 

Thursday, November 19 at 10:30am 

 

Learn more about these fascinating, mysterious, and 

often maligned creatures, most of which are greatly 

beneficial to have around your Florida-friendly land-

scape. We will explore the most common ones in our 

area and teach you how to distinguish between ven-

omous and non-venomous snakes.  

 

UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension Service 

Webinar Registration: https://www.eventbrite.com/o/

ufifas-extension-sarasota-county-422952084 

 

A 10-part lunch time series on edible gardening.  Each 

30-minute session includes a 10-minute class followed 

by 20 minutes of Q&A. 

Time:  12 – 12:30pm 

 

Monday, November 2 

Mulching: Choosing the Right Mulch for Your Vegeta-

ble Garden 

 

Monday, November 9 

Beneficial Insects: Learn About the Many Insects Ben-

eficial to Your Garden 

 

Monday, November 16 

Nematodes: Strategies for Minimizing Damage from 

this Microscopic Soil Pest 

 

Monday, November 23 

Understanding Pesticides: The Basics of Organic, Bio-

logical, and Conventional Pesticides 

 

Monday, November 30 

Watering Your Garden: Best Techniques and Tools for 

Watering 

 

 

Manatee County Library System 

All classes will be conducted on Zoom, but you do not 

need Zoom downloaded to attend.  

Email Stephanie to register 

at stephanie.katz@mymanatee.org. 

 

Windows 10 Settings and Security 

Thursday, November 19 at 10:30am 

  

Learn the basics of Windows 10 computer and laptop 

settings and built-in security features 

Upcoming Activities for November Right Here in 

our Back Yard  by Judy Boehm 

 

Membership from Edie Anderson 

 

Happy Fall! I know with the weather we have been having it is hard to believe Fall is upon 

us. There is not much new to report. We do have two new members. Gail Manda lives at 

9704 Highland Park Place, Palmetto. Her phone is (814) 932-3231 and her email is 

gcorle1214@gmail.com. Jacque Ruch lives at 11519 Sweetgrass Drive, Bradenton. Her 

phone is (815) 243-8332 and her email is Jacque.ruch@gmail.com. I would like to welcome 

our new members and hope it is not much longer before we can all meet again. Just to clari-

fy, this new information will appear in the Members section of our website under the Mem-

bership Directory. But it will not be found in the Members Yearbook since this was a one -

time printing. There is a correction to our Yearbook. Cheryl Rosten ’s phone should be (989)

941-7077. Take care ladies!  
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