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Hi Everyone, 

The Wine & Cheese/Plant Auction was a huge success and tons of fun. My 

thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make the evening happen. Thanks 

to those who worked behind the scenes getting plant donations, setting up and 

cleaning up. Thanks to our members who supported the event by bringing 

great plants, food and wine, and generously bidding. Thanks also to the ladies 

who kept track of the money and to the bartenders who kept us happy. Special 

thanks go out to our wonderful Fundraising Director, Mariel McRae, and to our 

auctioneer extraordinaire, Janice Hamlin.  

 

Our Flower Show, aptly named “20/20 Vision”, is fast approaching. The show 

runs Friday, January 31, and Saturday, February 1, 2020. This show promises 

to be another huge success of which our Club can be extremely proud. I love 

the title and all the cleverly named categories. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! Stepping up and being part of the 

process is the best way to get acquainted with other Club members, to strengthen old friendships and to 

establish new friendships. You will get out of our Club what YOU put into it. Contact our multitalented 

Chairman or Co-Chair, Carol Friedman and Crystal Herold. They will welcome your help. There are numer-

ous jobs to be done, something for everyone. There are props and staging to be painted and set up; lots of 

clean up help after the show is needed too. Sign up to do a floral design even if you have no prior experi-

ence. There is a “novice” category. As Garden Club members, your love of plants and flowers is the only 

“experience” you need. Our ever-popular photography section still needs entries; check with the also multi-

talented Cathy Willard and see what categories remain available. I have seen many people who have en-

tered for the first-time win ribbons. Look over your collection of plants and be sure to enter several in the 

horticulture competition. Get pumping the fertilizer to them NOW! Join in, help out and be part of the fun. 

This is what our Club is all about.  

 

The holidays are in full swing. I wish everyone the very best of whatever holidays you celebrate. For me it 

is MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR! Blessings to all in this joyous season and in the year ahead. 

Chris  

Calendar 

Flowers are 
Nature’s 
Jewelry 

Dec. 3  

10:30am 

Garden Tour meeting 

 

Dec. 5 

10:00am-12:00pm 

Floral Design Study 

Group 

 

Dec. 10 

8:30am-10:30am   

Garden Angels 

 

Dec. 18 

10:00am  

Board Meeting 

11:30am 

Members Potluck 

luncheon—Silver Bells 

http://www.manateerivergardenclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-River-Garden-Club-Inc-111599842213036/
https://twitter.com/manateeriverga2
https://www.instagram.com/manateerivergardenclub/?hl=en
http://www.instagram.com/manateerivergardenclub


 

Have you heard about a member who 

has had a recent illness, hospitalization 

or loss of a family member?  Maybe 

this person could use a dose of sun-

shine. Contact Judy Zampello at 792-

3333 or judyzampello@hotmail.com to 

have a card sent. 

Sunshine from Judy Zampello 
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Brenda Johnson      12/9 

Cathy Willard      12/11 

Marsha Wikle          12/11 

Trisa Wintringham   12/15 

Barbara Null      12/18 

Paula Wolff      12/19 

Karyn Potts             12/26 

Susan Mitchell         12/31 

December 

 

Operating Account:       $  2,829.92  

Rental Account:              10,531.73  

Money Market:               17,742. 26  

Eaton Funds:                  10,245.70  

Legacy Funds:                     500.00 

Memorial Funds:               1,451.00  

Cadence CD:                   41,610.11  

Total:                            $83,459.72  

Treasurer’s Report  

From Bev Chapin, Treasurer 

Balances as of November 22, 2019  

 

Hospitality from Carol Friedman 

Happy Holidays Everyone. The last meeting of 2019 

is coming up! Jingle Your Bells! This month’s lunch-

eon is our Holiday Potluck on December 18. Bring 

your favorite holiday dish along with the recipe to 

share. 

 

We are having our annual Place Setting competition 

and Centerpiece auction. The theme is “Silver Bells” 

so get your creative juices flowing and make the 

best place setting you can using this theme. There 

are prizes for the best three place settings! 

 

Make sure to bring your plate, glass, silverware and 

a bag to take your dirty items home. The kitchen will 

be closed to dishwashing so the hospitality staff can 

enjoy the auction. 

 

Don’t forget to RSVP via email to  

friedymom@gmail.com, or fill in the blanks on the 

homepage of our website. 

mailto:judyzampello@hotmail.com
mailto:friedymom@gmail.com


 

Membership from Edie Anderson 
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The holidays are upon us, and I’m not quite sure where this year went. 

The year 2019 is winding down, but we have so many fun things planned 

for 2020. I would love to welcome many new members in the new year, so 

let’s try our best to tell all our friends about MRGC and the benefits of join-

ing such a great club. 

I’d like to welcome these ladies to our Club. Laura Amen’s email is 

lauraamen@comcast.net and phone is 484.947.4633. She was referred to 

club by Christine Tirpak. 

Former member, Ingrid McClellan, rejoined the Club and is interested in 

the flower show and garden tour. Her email is clubmcclellan@gmail.com. 

Phone is 941.713.1763.  

Sharon Mitchell’s email is slm40475@aol.com. Phone is 941.355.6264. 

She is interested in floral design and horticulture study.  

Thanks to all our members for making this a great club! Let’s make 2020 

the best year ever!  

It's Nice To Put a Face With a Name by Barb Crepeau 

Are you a new member or a member that has not had their picture taken yet and would like to have it added to 

our Club Members Portraits gallery on our website? If you arrive between 11 and 11:30am at our January 15th 

monthly meeting, look for Cathy Willard and me, Barbara Crepeau. Don't know who we are? Ask one of the 

other members to point us out. You can also go to our website ahead of the meeting and find our pictures 

there. 

 

To find portraits of our members go to our website address, manateerivergardenclub.com, and then select the 

MEMBERS menu option. The member password is Mrgc1929, and you will need this to sign in. The password is 

case-sensitive, so be sure to use uppercase on the "M". Once you are on the MEMBERS page, click on the Club 

Member Portraits tab. You can scroll through the gallery of member photos or hold down the Ctrl and F keys on 

your keyboard simultaneously, and you will get a search bar in the upper right corner of your screen. Type in 

“Crepeau” and your cursor will land on my last name with my photo. 

 

We will take the pictures on our screened porch, and because the backdrop used behind your picture is a print, 

we suggest you wear a solid top. 

 

mailto:lauraamen@comcast.net
mailto:clubmcclellan@gmail.com
mailto:slm40475@aol.com
https://www.manateerivergardenclub.com/


 

Grants and Scholarships  

by Sandie Smith, Grants & Scholarships Committee Member  

 

WD SUGG MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

On October 22, 2019 Sandie Smith visited WD Sugg Middle School at 59th St W in Bradenton. She 

met with Kim Lough, Urban Middle School Agricultural Program instructor. Kim showed Sandie around 

the gardens that the middle school children have created. Because of the Eaton Fund Grant, the 

school was able to buy and create the ABC project boxes that hold plants with the same first letter of 

the plant. In Box A they planted alstroemeria, in Box B bougainvillea is being grown and so on. 

 

In addition, Kim will be purchasing two more signs reading Pizza Garden and Salsa Garden. In these 

two gardens, they are growing herbs to use on pizza and in salsa. The children are familiar with pizza 

and salsa so they are getting a cooking lesson too.  

 

This is another wonderful project funded by the Eaton monies through the Grants & Scholarships 

Committee, and it aligns well with MRGC’s mission statement. A win for all! 
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We are looking for entries in the flower show on January 31. The schedule is online along with con-

sultant’s information. Please contact them. We need designs, horticulture and photography. We also 

need volunteers for Hostesses and Clerks. Get involved; it’s a great way to get to know fellow club 

members...the more you give, the more you get! 

 

 

Flower Show by Carol Friedman 

 

MRGC BOARD OF DIRECTORS DECISIONS 
 

At the November 20, 2019 meeting of the MRGC Board of Directors the following decisions were made. 

 

- We will no longer use the Photo/Video Release Form.  Instead a statement will be added to the 

Membership Form stating that you agree to have your photo taken at MRGC functions and used 

for publicity purposes (e.g. directory, newsletter, website, social media, newspapers, etc.).  If a 

person does not want their photo used, s/he should speak to the Membership Director.  Also, a 

person may just step out of the field for taking the photo or ask that their photo not be taken at 

this time. 

 

- Members are reminded that expense reports must be handed in within 2 weeks of an event.  Use 

the Check Request Form (on the website) and have it signed by the respective Director prior to 

being submitted to the Treasurer.  If you want to keep track of your donations for tax purposes, 

use the Donation Form found on our website. 

 

 

I’m so excited about the mirror contest! We’re calling it “Let’s 

SEE What We Can Recycle”. It’s open to any club member, 

and kids and grandkids can help! So far, I’ve given out 20 mir-

rors, and more are available. If you did not get one and would 

like to participate, let me know. The mirrors will be used to deco-

rate the walkway into the Flower Show. 

 

Here are the rules: 

Create a frame using recycled materials. No plant material and 

especially no artificial flowers. 

You may use paint, wire and glue as needed. 

Bring your decorated mirror to the January meeting for judging 

(or get it to me before then). 

Prize for the best: a fantastic Florida-Friendly plant 

 

Any questions? Feel free to contact me at 

Carol Friedman 

friedymom@gmail.com 

941-238-8561 

mailto:friedymom@gmail.com
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Nancy Benny, an elder in MRGC, plants a croton as a 

way of connecting today to tomorrow. 

WE ALL WANT TO LEAVE A LEGACY; 

LET MRGC BE PART OF YOURS. 

For information, contact Sandy Plummer,  

chair of the Legacy Fund Committee 

 

Wine and Cheese 

Thank you everyone for your help with the Wine and Cheese event. It was a big success. We raised 

over $1500 through our auction and had a great time doing it. Many members contributed specimens 

from their home gardens to share. We also had a tremendous response from our community garden 

centers: Burnett’s Wholesale Nursery, 3 Seasons Nursery, Earth Box, Palmer’s Orchids, Tropiflora, H&H 

Nursery, Manatee Fruit Co., Southern Ag, and Sweet Bay Nursery. I hope everyone enjoys their new 

plants! 

 

Garden Tour April 4, 2020 

The next Garden Tour meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 3rd, 2019 at 10:30am at the Club-

house. All members are invited to attend. We will be continuing the planning process, working on the 

event timeline, and continuing to fill positions needed. Please join us.  

Fundraising by Mariel McRae 

 

Nancy Benny, an elder in MRGC, plants a croton as a way of 

connecting today to tomorrow. 

 

For information, contact Sandy Plummer, 

Chair of the Legacy Fund Committee 

Painting with a Purpose 

Exciting News!!! Painting with A Twist in Bradenton will be hosting a fundraising 

event for Manatee River Garden Club! This is a fun night out where you receive 

instruction on painting a featured design, all the materials needed, and go home 

with an amazing masterpiece of which you can be proud. No painting skills or 

experience necessary. This event is open to the public, and we encourage our 

members to help spread the word. This would make a great gift, date night, 

girl’s night out, mother/daughter night, or come as you are experience. Join up 

with your garden club friends and maybe meet some new people.  

This fundraising event date is scheduled for February 26, 2020 from 6:30-8:30pm 

at the Painting with A Twist Bradenton store located at 5917 Manatee Ave W Suite 

209, Bradenton, FL 34209. The cost is $39 to create a canvas and $45 to paint on 

wood. To make reservations please visit their website and our event page at 

https://www.paintingwithatwist.com/studio/bradenton/event/2228653/ or by call-

ing  (941) 795-7928. 

Come join us and bring your friends. Hope to see you there! 

https://www.paintingwithatwist.com/studio/bradenton/event/2228653/
tel:(941)795-7928
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Floral Design Study Group by Rita Mixer 

 

Horticultural Study Group from Sharron Jones, Sandy Brophy, 

Linda Fountain, Barb Johnson, and Susan Palmieri 

 

November 21st program “Moss Painting” 

Chris Schroeder of PlantCraft Designs demonstrated how to make a “Painting with Moss”, and then sev-

eral of our members created their own to take home. 

A fun time was had by all and the completed designs were amazing! 

Photos of individual designs and creators can be found on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 

What a fun and informative hands-on workshop we had in Novem-

ber; many thanks to Carol Friedman for sharing her talents with us. 

Because of changes in schedules, we are switching December and 

January’s classes. December 5, 2019 at 10:00am, we will have the 

pleasure of another talented designer Brenda Johnson, leading a 

class on Multi-Rhythmic Designs. This coming year’s Flower Show is 

featuring a Multi-Rhythmic Design in the Companion Class. If you 

are thinking of entering that class, then come see what it’s all 

about. Even if you are not entering that class, come and learn a 

new Design Type. It’s always fun to learn new things! 

 

We are so fortunate at MRGC to have these FREE classes given by 

our own members at our clubhouse. See you then!!! 
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Garden Therapy from Pat Danahy 

October Garden Therapy was a BIG hit with the clients and the members who joined in the fun for the first 

time. We decorated the outside of small pumpkins with stickers; then flowers were placed into the pump-

kins. The tops of the pumpkins were mounted on sticks to add to the design along with twirly sparkling 

wire. Everyone had a great time! 

 

Thanks to new member Laura Amen, new participants Jane Ellis, Chris O’Grady, Barb Crepeau and long-

time participants Sandy Brophy, Melissa Brosnan and myself. So many hands helped the clients create 

beautiful art. We know Hilary Boyle was there in spirit since she enjoys this activity so much, and only a 

broken hip would keep her away. I have to give a ‘hats off’ to Cathy Lamb; she drove around for a long 

time trying to find the location but never stumbled on it. I will be sure she has better directions for next 

month. 

 

Garden Therapy is a monthly event MRGC has been active in for over 15 years. MRGC members work with 

clients of the Adult Day Care run by Meals on Wheels Plus of Manatee County. The location is at 10920 

State Route 70 East in Lakewood Ranch. It is on the 4th Monday of the month from September through 

April excluding December, at 10am. It usually lasts about an hour, but that hour gives you many more 

hours of “feel good” time. 

 

Any questions can be directed to Melissa Brosnan at 

m.a.brosnan2014@gmail.com or 941-374-0769 or myself, Pat Danahy, 

at danahy2010@gmail.com or 716-622-1219. 

Melissa Brosnan, Laura Amen, Jane 

Ellis, Sandy Brophy,  Barb Crepeau, 

Pat Danahy, Chris O’Grady 

Melissa Brosnan with several 

clients  

 

Sandy Brophy with several of 
her favorite clients  

Barb Crepeau helping clients with 

designs 

Garden Angels 
from Linda Lestock 

Garden Angels will meet on 

Tuesday, December 10 at 

8:30am. Bring your favorite 

tools, a bucket and water for 

hydration. Looking forward to 

your joining this garden-glove 

group.  

Volunteer Hours  
From Betsy Edwards 

Please report your hours for time in meetings, 

Garden Angel time and volunteering at MRGC 

events. I will be passing around a log book at the 

meeting each month, or contact me at 

betsy.edwards@outlook.com in order to record 

your hours. You don't have to specify how the 

hours were spent - just write the total hours. This 

is a "Must-Do" for our 501(c)(3) status. Thank 

you. 

mailto:m.a.brosnan2014@gmail.com
mailto:danahy2010@gmail.com
mailto:BLPOOOH@aol.com


 

Upcoming Activities Right Here in Our Back Yard  
from Judy Boehm 
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UF/IFAS Extension, Manatee County (all 

classes held here) 

1303 17th Street W, Palmetto 

For more information and to register online:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-extension-

manatee-county-8304772301 

Or call 941.722.4524 

 

Design Your Landscape to Your Site Conditions 

Tuesday, December 3 from 10am –  noon 

No fee 

 

Irrigation with Water Conservation in Mind 

Thursday, December 5 from 10am – noon 

Instructor:  Don Adkins 

No fee 

 

Holiday Decorations Back to Nature 

Saturday, December 14 from 10am – 11:30am 

$5 advance registration; $8 at door 

Class size limited to 25 

Selby Botanical Gardens 

Register online at www.selby.org or in person at 

Welcome Center; pre registration required 

Botany Images Made Real Simple 

Friday, December 13 from 10am – 1pm 

Instructor:  Perry Johnson 

Class fee:  $75 (Members $60) 

 

IN THE FUTURE 

Landscape Design School:  Courses I- IV 

Hosted by Lakewood Ranch Garden Club 

Courses I & II on February 3-6, 2020 

Courses III & IV on March 16-19, 2020 

All 8am – 5pm 

Brochure with registration form at 

 

Please thank our 2019-2020 individual and corporate sponsors by supporting them 

whenever possible 

Monica Newcomer, Coldwell Banker Realtor Mary Widner Insurance Agency 

 

Happy Holidays 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-extension-manatee-county-8304772301
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-extension-manatee-county-8304772301
http://www.selby.org
http://www.cortezfloral.com/
https://sweetbaynursery.com/
http://www.fantasytravel.net/
http://www.johnsonhousemoving.com/
https://www.advancedsprayfoaminc.com/
http://www.manateewellness.com/
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.wix.com/

