
Manatee River Garden Club  
Minutes of the April Board of Directors Meeting 

April 20, 2019 

Call to Order: 
President Barbara Beury called the meeting to order at 10:04 am. Present were Barbara Beury, 

Betsy Edwards, Skeeter Smith, Betsy Lieberman, Rita Mixer, Sandy Plummer, Chris O’Grady, 
Judy Boehm, Caroline Powers, Mary Patterson, Edie Anderson and Carol Friedman

Minutes: The minutes of the March BOD were amended to read Dee Ferreira was in the 
hospital, not Mary Patterson. They were approved as amended.


Treasurer’s Report: 
Caryl Ponder sent the report

	 Operating fund	 $  16,410.75

	 Rental Account	 $  28,753.81

	 Money Market		 $  18,394.42

	 TOTAL $  63,558.98 

Eaton Fund	 	 $  10,899.63

	 GRAND TOTAL $  74,458.61 
Reports of the Directors 
Grounds: 
Linda Lestock gave a report about her last work day. 

We decided to have crotons planted in the front.  


Awards: 
Rita has awards applications to hand out for the flower show. Trisha is working on the BOE for 
the garden tour. Rita and Carol will get together to do the BOE for the flower show.

At convention, we received awards for our Facebook page and for our Website.

Communications & Publicity: 
Judy Boehm said  she looked into the .com/.org question. It will cost $12/year renewable 
automatically.  Sandy Plummer made a motion to have both. Betsy Edwards seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously.

Judy passed around a copy of the newsletter. Brenda Burmeister is doing a wonderful job on 
the newsletter. Judy requested a thank you note be sent to Brenda.

There was a question about continuing with Twitter and Instagram. Melissa Brosnan does not 
want to continue being editor. Barbara Beury will take over Twitter. 

Judy has looked into paver bricks for members who have passed away. She found some new 
vendors and will get some samples. The committee will proceed.

Garden tour liability statement needs to be rewritten. She will work on it. 

Finance: 
Lori created a budget for next year, asked us to look it over.  Items can be adjusted as needed.

Barbara asked about an audit. Lori suggested Anne Stein, Sharron Jones and Brenda Johnson 
conduct it.

We have been asked to make centerpieces for one dinner at convention next year. Lori made a 
motion that we provide them. Seconded by Betsy Edwards and the motion passed 
unanimously.

Hospitality: 



Skeeter said she will not be here next month. The board is serving lunch. It will be catered by 
Olive Garden, approximate cost $700, delivered. Betsy Lieberman is making desserts. Betsy 
Edwards will handle the logistics for Skeeter. Centerpieces will be handled by the floral design 
group.


House: 
Mary Patterson’s Committee is getting bids for decor and will have them ready. She asked 
permission for proceeding with painting.

Our lease is coming up. Betsy and Lori will look into it.  


Programs: 
The program today is a group Designs, led by Lori Richie.


Grants and Scholarships: 
Sandy Plummer presented the slate of Eaton recipients. There was an excess of $2400 which 
will be committed to finishing the front of MRGC.

Sandy made a motion to adopt the slate, seconded by Betsy Edwards, and passed 
unanimously.

Two scholarship recipients have been selected from 7 candidates, with a third who stood out.

Sandy made a motion to add a third scholarship for this year, seconded by Betsy Edwards and 
passed unanimously. They will be presented at the May luncheon.

Sandy has been working on writing policies and procedures for Planned Giving. They will be 
presented to the board in September.  Attorney Lawrence Thomas has agreed to speak at our 
October meeting to launch Planned Giving. There was a question about whether to do it at a 
regular meeting or as an evening program. 

A question was raised about the formality of the committee. After discussion, Betsy Edwards 
Made a motion that there be a standing committee for Planned Giving, seconded by Betsy 
Lieberman. The motion passed


The Garden Tour was very successful. Net profit $9800.  We had 98% participation. There was 
a question about the raffle. Funds were allocated to general fund and not to scholarships.  
Mariel McRae did a fabulous job.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:38.	 .


Respectfully Submitted,

Carol Friedman

Secretary



