
 
 

MANATEE RIVER GARDEN CLUB 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2019 
 

Called to order 
President Chris O’Grady called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. 
 
Present:   Edie Anderson, Barbara Beury, Judy Boehm, Bev Chapin, Carol Friedman, Linda Lestock, Rita Mixer, 
Mary Patterson, Sandy Plummer, Caryl Ponder, Caroline Powers, Lori Richie 
  
Absent:   Betsy Edwards, Mariel McRae, Brenda Johnson, Skeeter Smith, Paula Wolfe 
 
Resignations:  The Board accepted the resignations of Anne Stein (Treasurer) and Trisa Wintringham  
(Director of Fundraising).   Bev Chapin (Assistant Treasurer) will step up to Treasurer’s position to take Stein’s 
place. 
 
Confirmation of New Board Members: The Board unanimously approved Mariel McRae as new board member 
and as replacement for Director of Fundraising.  The Board unanimously approved Brenda Johnson as new board 
member and as replacement for Assistant Treasurer, serving a one year term. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes were read from the May 15th Board Meeting and were approved and accepted. 
  
Treasurer’s Report:  Operating:    $ 4,232.73 
                  Rental:     12,593.53 
                  Mny Mkt:     18,551.52 

Total          35,377.78 
                  Eaton Fund:    10,245.76 (undistributed) 

 Grand Total  $45,623.54 
 

Profit & Loss Statement was presented and also placed on the dining tables for the general members to read. 
Bev Chapin stated that she would open interest bearing accounts for The Memorial Fund and The Legacy Fund. 
 
Publicity:  Judy Boehm would like to establish telephone call line to members who are not electronically 
connected to the club.  Older members sometimes do not come to meetings due to health issues.  Barb Beury 
suggested Cindy Perez who used to do our call line years ago….. 
Barbara Crepeau is out of town and gave Judy a statement to read thanking Judy and Sharron Jones for their help 
and advice during the various stages of putting the website together which resulted in MRGC winning the FFGC 
DEPALMA/SILLIK WEBSITE AWARD. 
 
House:  Mary Patterson is looking for a new handyman and asked for suggestions.  She thanked all members who 
donated extra money to finish the renovation due to overages. The Board also thanked Mary because she was 
the largest donor.  She needs help from members finishing the window film application on the french doors and 
asked for volunteers.  She submitted a Renovation Expense Comparison sheet noting all renovations that were 
done which is attached to these minutes. 
 
Grounds:  Garden Angels are still primping our gardens 1x mo - there are usually only 3 that show up besides 
Linda Lestock.  Linda ordered Air Potato Beetles from UF which are free and are working well to rid our garden of 
the invasive Air Potatoes.  Javier put down 70 bags of mulch and moved a bench into the Meditation Garden. 
The work with Eaton Grant is just about done. The new stone bench will be installed in the front garden under 
the weeping tree. The matching 2 stone planters on the porch look great. All the plantings have not filled in yet 
but when they do it will look great. Linda is researching with the City to find out what we have to do to get rid of 
the large 2 dead holly trees in front by the brick planters and the problem poinceana tree on the side lot.  Our 
next project is to clean out the east hammock by the park.  Linda is very happy with the work that Cindy Keene is 
doing to maintain the gardens and wanted to give her a raise. After discussing this, we thought $25 an hour was 
sufficient and if she asks for a raise, we will revisit it. Linda also would like to be told if anyone sees chinese 
orchids sprouting in the mulch. 
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Fundraising:  Mariel McRae submitted her committee’s motion to invite the sponsors to the Awards Event in May 
instead of the Wine and Cheese Plant Auction.  Grants & Scholarships will send the invitations to sponsors along 
with the other invitees. Costs are nominal - stamps & stationery.   APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Finance: Lori Richie moved to increase our rent for the club to $1,800 from the current $1,500 for the full day 
rental and $150. per hour from $125. with same minimum of 4 hours effective 1/1/2020.  Seconded by Caryl 
Ponder.  Vote: APPROVED 12 in favor - 1 opposed. 
 
Grants & Scholarships/Legacy Fund:  Sandy Plummer submitted a committee motion for the Board to approve 
$149.20 to print 250 Informational brochures for the MRGC Legacy Fund.  Discussion:  Suggested and agreed to 
add “mail to p.o.box #”.    No phone number to be printed on it. 
Vote:  The board voted 12 in favor and 1 opposed - APPROVED. 
 
Memorial Bricks:  Sandy Plummer submitted a committee motion to raise the price of each memorial brick to 
$75 and to use Paypal to pay for the brick.   Discussion:  Remove the “Paypal” from the order form - agreed. 
Many board members felt the price for the brick is too high.  
Vote:  7 in favor and 5 opposed - APPROVED. 
 
Placement of the Victor Schneider Memorial Tower: 
After discussion about places to install the tower, the board voted to place it on the right side of the door as you 
exit the bldg in the front flower bed. Unanimously APPROVED.* 
 
*There was a misunderstanding about where the Victor Schneider Memorial was to be installed.  Jo-Anne 
Schneider, Victor’s wife, had requested that the memorial be placed on the right side of the front door as you 
approach the front of the bldg NOT on the right side as you exit the bldg.  An email vote was taken and the Board 
all agreed to honor Jo-Anne’s wish and it was installed where she wanted it.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:33 pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Caryl Ponder 
Secretary 
  


