
 

Dear Fellow Gardeners and Designers, 

As members of the Manatee River Garden Club, you appreciate the environment and 

what nature gives us every day as a gift.  I know that each of you express your love of 

horticulture, design and our environment in different ways.  MRGC brings all of our 

different callings and ways together, and together we make a difference. 

The garden tour is a perfect example:  we came together and we have grown our suc-

cess each year, thanks to the team effort of everyone in our club.  We had a HUGE 

member participation (98%) and that makes all the difference.  The tour and the flow-

er show, along with our scholarships, grants, garden therapy, and programs are our 

gift to the community.  It’s a win-win for everyone. 

This month is our General Membership Meeting – this is when second term and new 

Directors are elected, and a new Board is formed.  The meeting starts at 11:30am as 

usual.  We will have a business meeting, and then luncheon will be served by the 

Board as our gift to the membership; there will be no charge.  The lunch is going to be 

FABULOUS!  We are having salad and pasta (and the delicious breadsticks) from Olive 

Garden.  Even better, Betsy Lieberman is baking desserts for us!  So you do NOT want 

to miss this meeting. 

After lunch the Grants and Scholarship Committee will be presenting Eaton Fund grants 

to six organizations, college scholarships to three high school graduates, and Wekiva 

camperships to three children.  We hope that the recipients will be present so that we 

can hear their stories.  This Committee has done a fabulous job of seeking applicants 

and then reviewing their information in order to make best choices.  You will learn how 

your club dollars are spent in the community for worthy efforts.  This is one of our 

prime outreach activities for which you can be proud. 

Our meeting ends by voting on the incoming slate of Directors.  After the vote is count-

ed and the results announced, the meeting will adjourn and the Board will reconvene 

to elect the President and then the remaining Executive Officers.  The results will be 

available when the Board adjourns.   

Please attend on May 15 if you are able, as this is a very important meeting and every-

one’s vote counts. 

There will be a couple of get togethers this summer.  We will send out emails to let you 

know dates and details. 

Lastly, I want to say what an honor it has been to serve as your President.  I never 

imagined how much I would learn and how much I would enjoy it.  I love this club and 

all of you – so I’m not going anywhere.  I will continue to serve on the Board this term 

and can’t wait to see what my next assignment will be! 

Barbara Beury, President 

Website:  manateerivergardenclub.com   

Location:  3120 First Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 34205-3448    Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 14662, Bradenton, FL 34280-4662    Clubhouse Phone:  941-746-8473   

Members of:  National Garden Clubs, Inc., Deep South Region and Florida Federation of Garden Clubs , Inc., District VIII  

Find us on social media by typing the underlined in the search area:  Facebook: Manatee River Garden Club Inc. and MRGC Garden Weddings,  
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Bank Balances as of 4/13/2019 

Operating Account: $13,496.02 

Rental Account:       $31,753.81 

Money Market:         $18,394.42 

Total                         $63,644.25 

Eaton Fund               $10,899.63 

GRAND TOTAL          $74,543.88 

Treasurer’s Report  

From Caryl Ponder, Treasurer 

 

 

   May 13 11:00am 

   Garden Tour wrap-up  

   meeting 

 

   May 15 

   10:00am  Board meeting 

   11:30am  Membership  

    meeting and luncheon 

    

   May 21 8:30am-10:30am 

   Garden Angels 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.manateerivergardenclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-River-Garden-Club-Inc-111599842213036/
https://www.facebook.com/MRGCWeddings/


Candidates for MRGC Board of Directors for 2019-2020  

I’m a retired art teacher from 

Sudbury, Massachusetts, where I 

taught pottery and jewelry for 34 

years.  I’ve never had a garden of 

my own as I live in condos, but I 

love to visit my sister, Jamie’s 

garden in Springfield, MA.  She’s 

involved in the Springfield Garden 

Club which celebrated their 100th 

year recently.  I discovered floral 

design through them.  When Jamie 

came to visit my Florida condo a few years ago, the 

first thing she did was to Google garden clubs.  It 

was the day before the Floral Design classes at 

Manatee River Garden Club began.  How lucky was 

I!  I found a passion and discovered a welcoming 

group of lovely people.  I’m a snowbird with a 

small lanai filled with plants here and a patio of 

potted plants in Brunswick, Maine. 

When my granddaughter, Mae, 

who is a big gardener herself, 

asked me why I planted pink 

flamingos, I realized I needed to 

make some upgrades.  I had 

driven by MRGC so many times 

and it just took my breath away 

every time.  I knew it was some-

thing I wanted to be a part of.  I 

have enjoyed my time with all of 

you - a wonderfully talented, 

friendly and creative group of 

people.  Before retiring to Bradenton, I managed 

apartment complexes from Ohio to North Carolina 

to Florida.  I enjoyed decorating the model apart-

ments, having parties for the residents and ensur-

ing my locations always had the best landscap-

ing.  I look forward to bringing my experience to 

the garden club. 

I grew up in a Florida cracker home right down the 

street from the MRGC clubhouse on 1st Avenue and 

37th Street.  My twin brother and I practically lived in 

Lewis Park.  I love plants and have 

two green thumbs.  My grandfather 

was one of Thomas Edison’s gar-

deners so it must be hereditary. I 

have been a member of MRGC for 

over 10 years.  In 2013 I was the 

Garden Tour Chairman.  I have 

been a past Board member for 

three years and was the Member-

ship Director.  I love our club and 

all the wonderful members. 

 

Currently serving members up for re-election 

   Paula Wolfe 

Bev Chapin 

Barb Buery         Betsy Edwards      Sandy Plummer 

Hailing from Columbus, Ohio, Trisa is now a 14-year 

resident of Manatee County, Florida. With an exten-

sive background in the non-profit sector, having been 

an Executive Director of a Chamber of Commerce, a 

Development Director for a youth organization, and a 

Creative Director for a church,  Trisa is also a free-

lance writer with an emphasis on grant proposals 

(and songwriting), and is a freelance consultant for 

non-profit start ups. In her current role at Mote Ma-

rine Laboratory & Aquarium as Executive Secretary, 

she has the distinct pleasure of serving the Board of 

Trustees, recording their activity and initiatives, as 

well as tracking and reporting the success of Mote's 

operational and strategic plan goals in order to main-

tain compliance with non-profit standards. A member 

of the Manatee River Garden Club and the Florida 

Native Plant Society, and past member of the 

Kenston Education Foundation Board and the Good 

News Prison Ministry Board, she strives to support 

causes that align with her personal passions and con-

victions. Awards include Most Crea-

tive Program from the Ohio Child 

Conservation League, Honorable 

Mention from the Great American 

Songwriting Association, and the 

Movers and Shakers award from 

Knox County, Ohio. Trisa also en-

joys cooking, and gardening, and 

with the help of many, she also 

managed to raise three amazing 

children!    Trisa Wintringham 

Thank you to the Nominating Committee, Edie Anderson, Melissa Brosnan, Monica Newcomer, Mary Patterson 

and Chair Chris O”Grady. 

 

     Judy Carroll 
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Grants and Scholarships  
By Sandy Plummer and Cass Robertson 
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Grants from the Elizabeth M. Eaton Charitable Trust Fund funded the new 4 foot front porch 
benches and the updated landscaping, which has been described as bride-friendly.  More plants 
will be added soon.  I hear that they will be crotons. 

If you know of a 501(c)(3) that could benefit from some beautification, our deadline each year is 

April 1st.  The application is available on our website. 

TAKE A SEAT AND RELAX!   

MRGC's front door has 

added two new nice-

looking benches to its 

front porch.  Their pure 

whiteness against our 

landscaped greenery 

looks beautiful.  Come 

by and try them out! 



All homeowners were present this year and the native plant gardens were hosted by Florida Native Plant 

Society, Serenoa Chapter volunteers as well as Susan Griffith, Florida-Friendly Landscape Coordinator for 

the University of Florida IFAS Extension. Amanda Horne served us oysters and margaritas!  That was fun!  

Donald and Pepper were so excited to have a chance to show off their new garden.  Pepper was the most 

excited of anyone when he saw his new garden marker.   

I hope you had a chance to visit all of the gardens. 

Can you match the houses with their gardens? 

14th Annual Garden Tour “Bradenton In Bloom”   by Sandy Plummer 

House #2 

House #1 

House #3 

Garden A 

Garden B 

The ladies and students who worked the luncheon did a fabulous 

job.  The food was delicious and, despite some challenges, every-

thing went well. 

The Raffle baskets were popular and Carol served the signature 

cocktail.  The vendors were pleased with the turnout and most 

said they would like to come back. 
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House #4 

House #5 

Garden C 

Garden D 

Garden E 

The Wrap-Up Meeting for the 14th Annual Garden Tour “Bradenton In Bloom” will be held at the Clubhouse on 

Monday, May 13th at 11:00.  Plan to attend this meeting to review what worked well and ways to improve our 

game.  We will also take a look ahead to our 15th annual “Bradenton in Bloom” Garden Tour.  Start thinking 

about what you’d like your role to be in 2020.  There’ll be a sign-up sheet so you can make your wishes known. 

Again, thank you to everyone who contributed to this very successful Garden Tour.  

It truly was a pleasure for me to serve as Chairman.   1-C, 2-D, 3-E, 4-A, 5-B 

answers 



 Rita and Alan Mixer 

That was fun!  It was nice to get together, take 

a deep breath, reflect on all the hours of hard 

work and relax a bit before the big day.  The 

weather was perfect, and what a beautiful gar-

den KC Jeronimo provided for the event!   

The food tasted as good as it looked, and the 

service was delightful.  Despite some challenges 

everything went well.  I think we should do this 

every year – what do you think? 

The 90th Anniversary Committee has 30 mem-

bers all working on different projects for this year long event.  Below are 

the members who worked on the Gala.  A special thanks to all those who 

supplied food and wine outside the committee. 

                                                            Ginny Clark, Chairwomen 

KC Jeronimo, Hostess 

Hilary Boyle, Pat Danahy, 

Melissa Brosnan, Grace 

Brosnan, Bev Chapin, Carol 

and Carl Friedman, Janice 

Hamlin, Barbara Murry, Jo-

Anne Schneider, Joann White, 

and Judy Zampello 

     Enjoy the Gala photos. 

Hillary Boyle and Sandie Smith, hostesses 

Carol and Carl Friedman, bartenders 

Don Sexauer, Pepper Huff,  
Bev Chapin, Paula Wolfe 

   Tyler Pinter, violinist 

Jo-Anne Schneider and Tyler Pinter Barb Beury, Linda Lawrence, Cindy Perez 

How about that Gala in the Garden!   

Delicious buffet 
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Membership by Edie Anderson 

 

 

Horticultural Study Group  
from Sharron Jones, Sandy Brophy, Linda Fountain, Barb Johnson 
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Mark your calendars for our Hort Study Group meetings for 2019-2020!   
We are working on speakers, field trips and “hands on” programs. 
 
October 24 ,2019 
November 21,2019 
January 23, 2020 
February 27. 2020 
March 19, 2020 
April 23, 2020 
 

If you have any suggestions for programs, please email us; we want to make sure we have a variety of 

topics.  Thank you all for your participation in our “first” year!  We feel it was a great success and we are 

looking forward to learning and growing with you! 

 
Sandy Brophy sandy@bookweevil.com 

Linda Fountain lindaafountain@verizon.net 
Barb Johnson cbjohnson8278@yahoo.com 
Sharron Jones sbj101sc@gmail.com 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR THE 2019-20 YEAR 

  

It’s important that you all get your dues to me by mid May.  A new application does not 

need to be filled out unless you have a change to your contact information.  

 

Dues are $40 for single membership:  

$28.50 goes to MRGC 

$12.50 goes to FFGC 

$0.50 goes to District VIII 

Dues for life members are $28 

 

You can give me your dues’ check at our May general meeting or mail in to MRGC, Box 14662, Bradenton 

34208-4662 no later than May 15.  This gives me time to prepare membership records to send to the 

State and to also make sure you are included in our 2019-20 Membership Directory. 

 

Please note that if you became a member after December 2018, you will not owe dues for 2019.  Any 

questions you may have please call me at 941-447-5024 or email me at captbigm93@gmail.com. 

 

I would like to welcome two new members who joined in April.  

Michael McGinnis 

Email address is Michaele.Mcginnis@comcast.net 

Phone is 918-835-5885 

She is interested in Hort Study, Garden Therapy and Garden Tour 

 

Dianne Lubitski 

Email address is diannewl@hotmail.com 

Phone is 860-219-0273 

She is interested in Hort Study, Newsletter and Social Media 

mailto:sandy@bookweevil.com
mailto:lindaafountain@verizon.net
mailto:cbjohnson8278@yahoo.com
mailto:sbj101sc@gmail.com
mailto:captbigm93@gmail.com


 

2020 FLORIDA FLOWER 

ARRANGEMENT CALENDAR 

is now available 

$8.00 

(plus shipping and sales tax) 

CALENDAR SALES SUPPORT  

FFGC SCHOLARSHIPS 

Contact Lori Richie: loririchie@cs.com 

Find floral designs by 6 of our MRGC members:   

Pat Danahy, Parke Finold, Carol Friedman,  

Janice Hamlin, Brenda Johnson, Lori Richie 

2019-2020 Calendar Girls including MRGC members Parke Finold, Pat Danahy, Lori 

Richie, Janice Hamlin, Brenda Johnson, and Carol Friedman (not pictured). 
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Volunteer Hours  
From Betsy Lieberman 

 

“Year end” for volunteer hours is May 31. Please re-

port your hours as soon as possible. Time in meetings, 

Garden Angel time and volunteering at MRGC events 

qualify.  I will be passing around a log book at the 

meeting each month, or contact me at 

BLPOOOH@aol.com in order to record your 

hours.  You don't have to specify how the hours were 

spent - just write the total hours.  This is a "Must-Do" 

for our 501(c)(3) status.  Thank you. 

Garden Angels 
From Linda Lestock 

 

Cindy Keene was hired and works 

along with the Garden Angels on 

Tuesdays.  With this extra help we 

have been able to do more this 

year.  Besides the usual weeding, 

we pulled out crowded bromeliads and are now up-

dating the Meditation Garden.  Our next work date 

will be Tuesday, May 21 at 8:30am.  Bring your fa-

vorite tools, a bucket and water.  As I will be travel-

ing, this date change is only for this month! 

Garden Therapy from Pat Danahy 

The final Garden Therapy event for the year will be on April 29th at 10am at the Adult Day Care located on 
State Route 70 E in Lakewood Ranch.  This program is active September through April each Garden Club 
year and has been ongoing for over 12 years. 

 

In Garden Therapy we work with senior men and women creating a plant/flower-based project that each 
client can take home at the end of the day.  The session lasts about an hour, and in that hour more smiles 
and hugs happen than anyone can imagine.  It is a feeling no one can describe when you walk out of the 
building knowing you have brightened 30-40 people’s lives. 

 

Please think about joining us in the fun and satisfaction of making others happy - and getting to know other 
MRGC members.  Best way to do that is to work on a project together.  Please direct any questions to Pat 
Danahy at danahy2010@gmail.com or 716-622-1219. 

 

Safe Summer everyone and see you in September. 

mailto:BLPOOOH@aol.com
mailto:danahy2010@gmail.com
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Programs by Chris O’Grady 

Floral Designs from MRGC April Meeting 

 

 Lori Richie’s design with yarn Crystal Herold’s design with paper 

 

Rita Mixer with her Linear designs Carol Friedman’s abstract and cylinder designs 

Save the Dates 

FFGC 2020 Convention April 16-19 in Tampa 

District VIII will be hosting so plan to be involved! 

Enter their Flower Show 

There is no presentation scheduled for the May meeting.  We will have our annual business meeting with nomi-

nations and elections. 

It has been my pleasure to serve as Program Director for the past couple of years.  I look forward to my next 

chapter of service to our wonderful Club. 

As a Board member, I am also looking forward to serving lunch to our membership.  It is your spirit of enthusi-

asm, volunteering, and taking on whatever task is necessary that makes our Club stand out among all the rest.  

Thanks to everyone for your dedication. 

Plans are in the works 

for next year’s Flower 

Show. We will need lots 

of help.  The show is 

scheduled for February 

7th and 8th.  Get your 

green thumbs going! 

Carol Friedman, Chair 

Design Top Award, Designer’s 

Choice, Caryl Ponder 2019 
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Hospitality By Harriatt (Skeeter) Smith 

May 

Betsy Parker 5/7 

Janice Hamlin 5/9 

Candie Clerkin 5/13 

Caryl Ponder 5/16 

Judy Zampello 5/19 

Beverly Chapin 5/24 

Sandy Plummer 5/24 

Betsy Edwards 5/25 

Patricia Danahy 5/26 

Judy Boehm 5/30 

Mother’s 

 

Sunshine 
             from Judy Zampello 

Have you heard about a member 

who has had a recent illness, hospi-

talization or loss of a family member?  

Maybe this person could use a dose 

of sunshine. Contact Judy Zampello 

a t  7 92 -333 3  o r  j udy z am-

pello@hotmail.com to have a card 

sent. 

Our last luncheon of the year is on May 15th; then we have our summer break.  The luncheon 

is done by the Board, so all members are in for a great treat.  There is no cost to members for 

the luncheon, but you must have your reservation in by May 12th.  Please send your reserva-

tion to Betsy Edwards this month since I am out of town!  Her email address 

is  betsy.edwards@outlook.com or phone number 941 773 0690.  Or easier yet, RSVP on the 

home page of our MRGC website (click here).  This May luncheon is for "members only". 

 

I hope everyone has a beautiful, great summer. 

mailto:judyzampello@hotmail.com
mailto:judyzampello@hotmail.com
mailto:betsy.edwards@outlook.com
https://www.manateerivergardenclub.com/
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From Dee Ferreira, Fundraising Director 

Please thank our 2018-2019 individual and corporate sponsors by supporting them 

whenever possible 

Monica Newcomer, Coldwell Banker Realtor Classic Auto Body, Inc.             

Upcoming Activities for May Right Here in Our Back Yard  

from Judy Boehm 

UF/IFAS Extension, Manatee County (all classes 

held here) 

1303 17th Street W, Palmetto 

Register online:  https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-

extension-manatee-county-8304772301 

Or call 941.722.4524 

 

Herbs in Your Daily Life 

Saturday, May 4 at 10am 

Administrative fee:  $5 in advance, $8 day of 

workshop 

Description:  Congratulations!  You have succeeded in 

growing your own herbs – now what to do with your 

green harvest?  Learn the benefits of herbs, how to 

incorporate common herbs into your everyday diet, 

and how to create creams and lotions for your skin.  

Workshop includes handouts, tastings, and demonstra-

tions.  

 

Composting Happens – Home Composting Class 

Saturday, May 11 at 9am 

Administrative fee: $5 in advance; $8 day of 

workshop 

Description:  Composting is easier than you might 

think, happens very naturally, and creates a useful soil 

amendment for your landscape plants and vegetable 

gardens.  Join us as we participate in Compost-a-Thon, 

an effort to create awareness of the environmental 

benefits of composting our vegetable food scraps ra-

ther than letting them go to the landfill.  Compost bins 

available for purchase after class at $60 each. 

 

Drought Tolerant Plants 101 

Thursday, May 16 from 10am-noon 

Description:  Learn how to choose beautiful drought 

tolerant plants for your landscape and know what to 

put back on the shelf!  Valrie Masses, Horticulture Pro-

gram Assistant, will show samples of Florida-Friendly 

plants suitable for Manatee County residents and dis-

cuss the difference between the good and the bad 

plant. 

 

Summarize Your Vegetable Garden 

Saturday, May 25 at 10am 

Administrative fee: $5 in advance; $8 day of 

workshop 

Description:  Get tips on summer gardening including 

vegetables to grow, how to take advantage of down 

time with cover crops, and soil solarization.  Heat and 

humidity can take a toll on you and your garden. 

 

Go to the Eventbrite website listed above for programs 
at the Manatee County Extension Center during this 
hot summer when you want to remain indoors and 
learn. 

 

http://www.cortezfloral.com/
https://www.fitnessquestpt.com/
https://sweetbaynursery.com/
http://www.fantasytravel.net/
http://www.johnsonhousemoving.com/
https://www.advancedsprayfoaminc.com/
http://www.publix.com/
http://www.manateewellness.com/
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
http://wearethehaircompany.com/
https://www.wix.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-extension-manatee-county-8304772301
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-extension-manatee-county-8304772301

