
 

 

 
Copy Editor:   Judy Boehm   

Design Editor: Brenda Burmeister 

May 2020 
Volume 15, Issue 9 

Letter from the President, Chris O’Grady 

Website:  manateerivergardenclub.com   
Location:  3120 First Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 34205-3448     
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 14662, Bradenton, FL 34280-4662   
Members of:  National Garden Clubs, Inc., Deep South Region and Florida Federation of Garden Clubs , Inc., District VIII  
Find us on social media by typing the underlined in the search area:  Facebook: Manatee River Garden Club Inc. , Twitter: Manatee Garden Club, 
and Instagram: manateerivergardenclub.  

Calendar Events 

 April 28 & May 12 

 8:30am-10:30am   

Hello Everyone, 

 

Hope you are coping well with the current “stay at home order”. Although difficult because we are used to 

being out and about, I am sure the measure has saved many lives, perhaps our own.  

 

I am extremely proud to announce our 31-year-old leaky roof is gone and our beautiful new roof has been 

completed. As the rainy season and hurricane season approach, it is comforting to know we have done 

everything possible to protect our beloved clubhouse and gorgeous redecorating which was completed last 

summer. Charles A. Roy Roofing, Inc. did us a top-notch job. The final price of the roof was $31,310.35. 

Cost of the roof was paid for by monies from our Cadence Bank CD. The top quality, state-of-the-art shin-

gles used contain copper and other elements to retard mold and mildew. Color of the shingles is 

“Cobblestone Gray”. The lanai now has three layers of protection. The top layer is the latest technology 

designed to effectively shed water and reflect heat. Our new roof meets the current Miami-Dade hurricane 

code - as much as a building of the Club’s age can meet. 

 

I want to remind everyone again to please mail your MRGC dues checks to our Membership Director, Edie 

Anderson at: 2411 13th Avenue West, Bradenton, 34205. DO NOT MAIL DUES TO THE CLUBHOUSE OR 

P.O. BOX. Dues are due May 1st. For additional information, please read Edie’s article elsewhere in this 

newsletter; thanks.  

 

Since our Garden Tour festivities and lucrative rentals were rescheduled or cancelled due to COVID-19, 

the Club has no money coming in. Monthly bills still have to be paid and a large insurance premium is 

due. Cost cutting is being done everywhere possible. I have cancelled as many monthly services as I can. 

On-going searches are being conducted to get needed services at better prices. Please do your part to 

keep Club expenses to a minimum. We will eventually get through these “lean times” and come out fine 

on the other side. However, everyone’s understanding and cooperation are 

needed at this time, thank you. 

 

Continued on page 2. . .  
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President’s message continued… 

As you are aware, I have rescheduled the Garden Tour for Saturday, November 7th. I expect we will have 

the gala and luncheon too. Mariel McRae (Fundraising Director) will not be chairing these fall events. If you 

would like to be the new chair, please contact me. Planning needs to get underway ASAP. Mariel has com-

pleted much of the ground work. Thank you, Mariel. Most, perhaps all, of the same gardens will be on the 

fall tour. Already having the gardens lined up simplifies everything considerably. Financially, we need this 

event to be a huge success. Many volunteers are needed. Please step-up and do your part. 

 

As you know, we traditionally vote at the May meeting on our new slate of candidates to fill directorships. 

Positions become vacant due to resignations and term limits. Since we will not be meeting in May, Barbara 

Crepeau (award winning Webmaster) has created an excellent way for most of us to vote electronically. Judy 

Boehm (Publicity & Communications Director extraordinaire) has devised an excellent way for our members 

who do not use computers to vote. Thanks to Barbara and Judy for their efforts. They will be explaining the 

two methods in detail elsewhere in this newsletter. Please remember to vote! 

 

I will be scheduling a calendar meeting at a later date when restrictions have eased. Other necessary meet-

ings this summer will be announced later also. PLEASE CHECK YOUR E-MAIL FREQUENTLY.  

 

I miss our Club get-togethers, the fun times and relationships we share. I am looking forward to being able 

to resume Club activities in the fall. I wish everyone a safe, healthy and happy summer.  

 

Chris 

 

 

 
Flowers are 
Nature’s 
Jewelry 

 

Our Website, Manateerivergardenclub.com, is available throughout the summer months to receive event 

calendar entries and/or maintenance requests for the upcoming year.  If you are a committee chair or 

board member and know of an event that will take place on a specific date, there is no need to wait until 

just before September when our new year begins to make your request.  Send your information by email 

to bcrepea@gmail.com any time.    

MRGC Website updates from Barbara Crepeau 

Have you heard about a member who 

has had a recent illness, hospitalization 

or loss of a family member?  Maybe this 

person could use a dose of sunshine. 

Contact Judy Zampello at 792-3333 or 

judyzampello@hotmail.com to have a 

card sent. 

Sunshine from Judy Zampello 

 

May 

Betsy Parker 5/7 

Janice Hamlin 5/9 

Candie Clerkin 5/13 

Caryl Ponder 5/16 

Judy Zampello 5/19 

Beverly Chapin 5/24 

Betsy Edwards 5/25 

Patricia Danahy 5/26 

Judy Boehm 5/30 
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These are very unusual times for everybody including our 

club due to the coronavirus. Several rentals have cancelled 

and security deposits had to be refunded. 

  

As you all know we had to cancel our biggest fundraiser, the 

Garden Tour, Gala and Luncheon. The club is not allowed to 

use any Eaton Fund monies to pay monthly expenses. A 

large part of the Cadence CD money is needed to cover the 

cost of the clubhouse roof. 

  

I won’t mince words, the club has bills to pay, but no mon-

ey is coming in. Please do everything you can to limit 

spending as much as you can. 

  

Thank you for your understanding and please stay safe and 

at home. 

Bank Balances as of April 17, 2020 

  

Operating Account: $5,046.47 

Rental Account: $5,250.75 ($4,000 in security 
deposits as of June) 

Money Market: $39,872.72 

  

Eaton Funds: $10,245.76 

Memorial Funds: $1,634.74 

Legacy Funds: $500.00 

  

 

Cadence CD: $42,190.86 was deposited into 
the Money Market account March 18th. 

Treasurer’s Report  
From Bev Chapin, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grants and Scholarships  
by Betsy Leiberman, G&S Director 

We had extended our date of submission for applications and are now in the review and discussion process 

(thanks to email and phone calls).  

 

The Elizabeth M Eaton Charitable Trust has received seven applications, and we received one application from 

a Lakewood Ranch High School Senior for a Scholarship. 

 

Sadly, our May 14, 2020 Awards Presentation evening had to be canceled, but we will be sending out special 

awards notifications to all our winners. We will also submit our list of winners in the September newsletter. 

 

If anyone is interested in "auditing" Grants and Scholarship meetings or Legacy Fund meetings, please let 

Betsy Lieberman know (713-4367). Seeing how the committee(s) works will give you insight into what goes 

into each one. If it is something you would like to be part of, we can put you on our future new member list 

so when we have an opening, we can call on you. Thank you!! 

Legacy Fund  

The quarterly order was placed for Commemorative Bricks so new "plantings" will be done in May. Anyone 

that wants to honor or remember someone or an event can obtain an order form on the MRGC web site 

under SUPPORT. 

 

WE ALL WANT TO LEAVE A LEGACY;  LET MRGC BE PART OF YOURS. 

For information, contact Betsy Lieberman, chair of the Legacy Fund Committee, 

or look on our website under SUPPORT 

Nancy Benny, an elder in MRGC, plants a croton as a way of connecting today to tomorrow. 
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Horticulture Study Group by Sharron Jones 

Has anyone tried turning 2020 off and then back on again? 

Remember when we were kids and had underwear with the days of the week on them?  We could use those 

again! 

 

I feel like everyone is a week away from doing something traumatic to their hair. 

Weekly quarantine budget: Gas….$0   Entertainment…..$0   Clothing…$.0   Food….$1000 

The main function of your little toe is to make sure all of the furniture is solidly in place. 

Not to brag, but I haven’t been late for anything in two weeks. 

Y’all married people holding up ok?  I haven’t seen “I’m so blessed” or He’s my everything” in awhile. 

For your amusement, a few quotes from my favorite blog (Michele @Hello Lovely): 

 Membership from Edie Anderson 

I first want to say that I’m hoping you are all staying well and safe. 

There’s not one of us that ever dreamed our world would be in the 

turmoil it’s in right now. With everything else on our minds at this 

time, I do need to remind every member that our annual dues are 

due by May 1st. I’d like to extend the absolute deadline till May 15th. 

Ladies, that will still give me time to get our up-to-date membership 

list and check in to the FFGC as they need it by June 1st. Please let’s 

work together to make this happen. Membership dues for single 

members are $40, couples are $60 and life members are $28. You 

can make out your check to MRGC and mail to Edie Anderson, 2411 

13th Ave W, Bradenton 34205.  

 
Let’s remember “this too shall pass”. We have September to look 

forward to with lots of new activities and hopefully some new mem-

bers. Take good care! 

To all our Horticulture Study Friends, we hope you are well and staying safe during these trying 

times. 

 

Our Committee will be working over the summer to bring you new programs for next year. The 

March and April cancelled programs will be presented next year, but we will need 4 more topics to 

complete our total of 6 yearly programs. 

 

We would love to hear suggestions of topics you would like covered so please email 

(sbj101sc@gmail.com) any ideas you would want us to consider. 

 

Peace to you right where you are. 

Sandy Brophy, Susan Palmieri, Linda Fountain, Barb Johnson and Sharron Jones 

mailto:sbj101sc@gmail.com
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Garden Therapy from Pat Danahy 

 
I hope this newsletter finds everyone safe and healthy.  Such a strange time in our lives, but we will all 

get through this.  We are strong and we have friends. 

 

Needless to say, there has been no Garden Therapy for the last 2 months.  The ladies that get involved 

with this miss our senior clients and the fun projects we do.  BUT we will be back in September. 

 

Garden Therapy is a community outreach project MRGC has been involved in for over 15 years.  Club 

members work with the seniors at Adult Day Care run by the Meals on Wheels Plus of Manatee County.  

The projects are fun, relatively simple and often use fresh flowers but always something from nature.  

It is on the 4th Monday of each month between September and April, excluding December.  The project 

usually lasts about an hour and we work with 30 - 35 clients.  The staff at Adult Day Care lend a hand 

and have as much fun as we do.   

 

Adult Day Care is located in Lakewood Ranch at 10920 E. State Road 70.  It is a wonderful facility and 

plenty of room.  There is a garden area we have worked in now and then along with the clients.  Many 

of them love to get their hands in dirt and play.   

 

This is truly a ‘feel good’ activity.  The satisfaction you get from knowing you helped make someone’s 

day better and the smiles on the faces say it all!  

 

If anyone has any questions about this activity, do not hesitate to contact Melissa Brosnan at 941-374-

0769, m.a.brosnan2014@gmail.com or Pat Danahy 716-622-1219, danahy2010@gmail.com.  

 

Looking forward to seeing everyone in September!   

 

Pat Danahy 

Melissa Brosnan 

 

Volunteer Hours  
From Betsy Edwards 

Please report your hours for time in meetings, 

Garden Angel time and volunteering at MRGC 

events. Contact me at 

betsy.edwards@outlook.com in order to record 

your hours. You don't have to specify how the 

hours were spent - just write the total hours. This 

is a "Must-Do" for our 501(c)(3) status. Thank 

you. 

Garden Angels  
from Paula Wolfe and Linda Lestock

Join some Garden Club friends 
for a safe activity working on our 
grounds next Tuesday, April 28. 
Bring your own water, tools, 
gloves (mask if you want, but 
one shouldn’t be necessary). 
Arrive any time after 8:30am. 
Our May date will be May 12.   

 
Floral Design Study Group  

There will not be a Floral Design Study Group in May because of the COVID-19 virus.  Again, please let 

me or Barbara Beury know if you are interested in chairing this committee next season.   

 

Thank you all and be safe. 

mailto:m.a.brosnan2014@gmail.com
mailto:danahy2010@gmail.com
mailto:BLPOOOH@aol.com


DALI EXHIBIT AT SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS 

If you didn’t get a chance to visit the Dali exhibit at Selby Botanical Gardens before it closed due to COVID-19, 

here are some photos that I took.  I especially liked the butterfly tent.  Just a little beauty for you during these 

difficult times.              Judy Boehm 
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Please thank our 2019-2020 individual and corporate sponsors by supporting them 

whenever possible 

Monica Newcomer, Coldwell Banker Realtor Mary Widner Insurance Agency 

 

VOTING FOR 2020-2021 MRGC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Voting for next season’s Board of Directors will have to be different this year due to the fact that 

COVID-19 has lead to us discontinuing upcoming meetings.  We have designed two methods for you 

to vote depending on whether you receive your newsletter electronically or via US Postal Service.  See 

the instructions below. 

 

Electronic Voting System 

Members that receive Club information by email will receive an elec-

tronic ballot on Monday, May 11th.  The deadline to submit your ballot 

is at the end of the day on Friday, May 15th.  You will receive the email 

from Barbara Crepeau, bcrepea@gmail.com , and it will contain a (URL) 

link that will say:    “access electronic ballot”.  You will click on that link 

to open up the ballot.  Once on the ballot form, enter your email ad-

dress (please check that you entered it correctly), then use your 

computer’s mouse and click on the box next to each candidate you 

wish to vote for, and a “checkmark” will appear in that box.  If you do 

not wish to vote for a particular candidate, leave that box unchecked.  

If you want to undo a checked box, just click on that box again and the 

“checkmark” will disappear.  Once you have completed your ballot, 

click the purple “submit” button at the very bottom of the form.  You 

will receive a message that reads, “THANK YOU FOR VOTING.  YOUR 

VOTE HAS BEEN RECEIVED”.  You will also receive a copy of the ballot 

you submitted via the email address you provided on the form.  

 

Paper Voting System 

Those of you who receive your newsletter via US Postal Service will find 

a paper ballot enclosed with your newsletter.  Place an X in the boxes 

that correspond to those candidates for whom you want to vote.  

Please complete the paper ballot and return it via USPS by Monday, 

May 11th to Judy Boehm at 8715 54th Ave E, Bradenton, FL  34211.  If 

you prefer, you may instead call Judy by May 11th at 941-870-2259. 

 

Follow-up 

A partially or totally unchecked ballot still counts as a vote.  We need to receive and count all votes, so 

it is very important that you complete and send your ballot.  Your vote will be automatically updated 

into a spreadsheet after your submission.  The tabulated results will be forwarded to our President, 

Chris O’Grady, and the voting results will be announced by Chris through an email blast. 

http://www.cortezfloral.com/
https://sweetbaynursery.com/
http://www.fantasytravel.net/
http://www.johnsonhousemoving.com/
https://www.advancedsprayfoaminc.com/
http://www.manateewellness.com/
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.wix.com/
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