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Calendar Events 

      

 April  14 

 8:30am-10:30am   

 Garden Angels 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Obviously, the coronavirus has had a huge impact on how we must live our daily lives. Please 

keep up with the news and follow recommendations closely. Be sure to practice good hygiene 

and avoid public exposure as much as possible. Do your part to protect yourself and others. 

In view of the current health crisis, I am cancelling all April events at the Club. Please check 

your e-mail and MRGC social media sites frequently to stay current with Club news. 

 

It is most unfortunate that we had to cancel the Garden Gala, Tour and Luncheon. A huge 

thank you to Garden Tour Chairman Mariel McRae for her long months of hard work. Thank 

you also to our many other members who helped all along the way. As you know, the Garden 

Tour is our biggest fund raiser. Please consider donating your ticket costs to the Club if you 

can; thanks. Refunds are available through Treasurer Bev Chapin (Bevtreasurer@gmail.com). 

Please supply her with your ticket numbers. 

 

The Garden Tour has been rescheduled for Saturday, November 7th. If you are interested in 

chairing the fall Tour, please contact me right away. We will also need a co-chair and lots of 

volunteers. Several homeowners on the April Garden Tour said that we can use their gardens 

in the fall. Much of the legwork has already been completed. Please step up and fill these 

important positions. For financial reasons, we truly need the fall Tour to be a major success 

for our Club. 

 

I am delighted to announce Betsy Lieberman as our new Grants and Scholarships Director. 

Former Director, Sandy Plummer, resigned because of relocating to south Florida. I know 

Betsy will do an outstanding job. Welcome aboard! 

 

We are having a new roof put on our Clubhouse. This is not a frivolous expense; it is a neces-

sity. Our building cannot be reinsured unless the current 31-year-old roof is replaced. Work is 

scheduled to begin on Monday, April 6th, and to be completed on Monday, April 13th. Avoid 

coming to the Club during this time. 

 

Please take coronavirus recommendations seriously and do your part to flatten the curve of 

infection. Stay home and stay well. GOD BLESS! 

 
Chris 

Flowers are 
Nature’s 
Jewelry 

http://www.manateerivergardenclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Manatee-River-Garden-Club-Inc-111599842213036/
https://twitter.com/manateeriverga2
https://www.instagram.com/manateerivergardenclub/?hl=en
http://www.instagram.com/manateerivergardenclub
mailto:Bevtreasurer@gmail.com


2 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report  

From Bev Chapin, Treasurer 

 

 Membership from Edie Anderson 

With the world in turmoil, I hope we can all find a moment every 

day to take a deep breath and try to appreciate the good we 

have in our lives. As Membership Director I need to ask you all 

to remember to send in your dues by end of May at the latest. I 

am counting on you to do this so I can get our yearly member 

report to the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs with no delays. 

Single member dues are $40, couples are $60 and lifetime 

members are $28. This is for the club term of September 2020 

until May 2021. If we do have our May meeting, you can give 

me your check then. Or you can mail it directly to me at 2411 

13th Ave, W Bradenton 34205. When I’ve received all member 

checks, I will turn them over to our Treasurer Bev Chapin. As in 

any club, we all need to work together, and I thank you in ad-

vance for your cooperation. I’d like to welcome our newest 

member Susan Hargett Evans. Her address is 4410 Fairways 

Blvd., Apt 304, Bradenton 34209. Her phone is 317-410-3669 

and email is sehargett@gmail.com. Susan was introduced to the 

club by Cheryl Rosten.  

Bank Balances as of February 28, 2020 

Operating Account:   $     414.11  

Rental Account:       $  7,450.39 ($2,400 Security Deposits  

                                                   as of May) 

Money Market:       $18,553.32 

 

Eaton Funds:       $10,245.76 

Legacy Funds:             500.00 

Memorial Funds:        $ 1,559.73 

 

Cadence CD:        $42,047.48 [Matures March 13th] 

Will be deposited into Money Market account to be used for new roof 

 

April 

Juliet Deitz        4/2 

Judy Rissler        4/6 

Steve  Hogan        4/15 

Patricia Hassner        4/20 

Priscilla Seewald        4/20 

Carole Friedman        4/24 

When the world wearies and society fails 

to satisfy, there is always the garden.  

– Minnie Aumonier  

mailto:sehargett@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

Grants and Scholarships  
by Betsy Leiberman, G&S Director 
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Mark Your Calendar: 

Please join us in honoring the Scholarship, Wekiva and Eaton Awards winners on Thursday, May 14 at 
7pm at the MRGC clubhouse.  There will be presentations to the winners and light refreshments. 

At our last Board meeting a Nominating Committee was formed to recruit members to come onto the Board 

of Directors this next season for 3-year terms. The Committee consisted of Mariel McRae, Judy Carroll, 

Betsy Lieberman, Rosemary Nichols and myself. We met and poured over our Membership Directory to find 

candidates. Then we divided up the phone calls and got to work. Many thanks to all of you. 

 

We have a great group of candidates: 

Marsha Wikle 

Sharron Jones 

Linda Lestock 

Pat Danahy 

Cathy Lamb 

Skeeter Smith 

Rita Mixer 

 

You can read their bios later in this newsletter. Normally they would have introduced themselves at the 

meeting, but we will probably be voting by email this year. You will be notified when we are ready for that. 

 

As of “press time” we still could use a couple more members to step up as potential Board members to help 

keep Manatee River Garden Club the great organization it has always been and to help shape its future. 

Please call any of the Nominating Committee members to discuss how you would like to get involved. 

Thank you and stay well. 

Nominating Committee Report 
Mary Patterson, Chair 

 

Floral Design Study Group 
by Rita Mixer and Barb Beury 

 

There will not be a FDSG in April. Our 

next workshop will be on May 7,2020.  

Both Barbara Beury and I do not wish to 

continue co-chairing this study group. If 

anyone wishes to take on this wonderful 

opportunity, please contact me, Rita 

Mixer by email (rit8@aol.com). 

mailto:rit8@aol.com
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Painting with a Twist 

Painting with a Twist was a tremendous success! We had a good turnout, painted a great pic-

ture, and raised $363 for the Club. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the mem-

bers that came out in the rain and the Painting with a Twist store on Manatee Ave for such a 

great night. They really went above and beyond to host us and make it a fabulous time for all. 

 

A Special Thank You 

The Garden Tour including Gala and Luncheon is a HUGE undertaking. Even though it 

has been cancelled, please join me in thanking a few ladies, in particular, that have 

played a tremendous role in helping me plan this huge event. First of all, Judy Boehm, 

thank you. Judy wrote most of the commentary in the tour brochure, an article for the 

Bradenton Herald, designed flyers and cards, scouted out ticket sales locations, en-

sured that our event was published in almost 90 different resources, and talked me off 

of the ledge more than once. Candie Clerkin was in charge of the kitchen again this 

year. She organized, planned, and meticulously worked out all the details to make 

sure the kitchen would run like a fine-tuned machine. Cass Robertson found 24 ven-

dors for the tour, and also worked with each of them to reschedule. Thank you, Cass. 

Barbara Beury for being THE contact person for the homeowners and all our wonderful liaisons, hosts and 

hostesses. Sandy Brophy for getting all of our signs together and for stepping in to help everywhere she 

could. Thank you, ladies. Although our effort here was ultimately fruitless, it is much appreciated anyway. 

It has been a pleasure to work with you all. 

 

Garden Tour, Gala, and Luncheon 

As most of you know, the Garden Tour and all related activities have been cancelled. If you have already 

purchased tickets for the Gala or the Garden Tour and would like to be reimbursed, please contact Bev 

Chapin at bevtreasurer@gmail.com or call 941-360-9876. Please note your ticket number for Bev to be 

able to credit the correct tickets for the Garden Tour. Also, please be patient. We presold a lot of tickets for 

the Tour despite the Coronavirus, and Bev is working on reimbursements as quickly as she can. 

Chris O’Grady, our club President, has set a new date for the Garden Tour of November 7th, 2020. She is 

looking for a Chair to replace me, so if you are interested or want to volunteer for another key position for 

the Tour, please contact her. 

Fundraising by Mariel McRae 

 

WE ALL WANT TO LEAVE A LEGACY;                                         

LET MRGC BE PART OF YOURS. 

Nancy Benny, an elder in MRGC, plants a croton 

as a way of connecting today to tomorrow. 

For information, contact Betsy Lieberman, chair 

of the Legacy Fund Committee, or look on our 

website under SUPPORT 

mailto:bevtreasurer@gmail.com
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My name is Linda Lestock. The Board has again asked me to serve as 

Grounds Director for these next 3 years. Gardening has always been in 

my DNA and volunteering a close second. Fond memories of my 

grandma’s and my mother’s gardens remain with me as I carried their 

knowledge and moved their plants into my gardens in Michigan. After 

being here for 13 years, I feel that I rather understand the plants and 

trees. I was a Michigan Master Gardener for 13 years and have been a 

Manatee County Master Gardener for 10 years. Here at the Garden Club 

for the seventh year, I will manage the maintenance of the grounds with 

our Garden Angels as well as oversee the hired landscape company and 

hired Master Gardener. The Angels meet for a couple of hours the second 

Tuesday of each month. Looking forward to you all joining this garden-

glove group. If you have any landscape concerns or see something you 

feel needs attention let me know: lindatajer@yahoo.com 

Linda Lestock 

I've been a MRGC member for four years and finally became a Flower 

Show Judge on December 31, 2019. It's a great honor and privilege to 

be a nominee for the Board of Directors for the next years. 

 

I was also a member of a garden club in Connecticut for many years, 

where I learned and enjoyed creating floral designs. 

 

I worked as a Dental Assistant for 30+ years. My husband and I moved 

to Florida when I finally retired in 2013 (with our dog, Rosie). 

Rita Mixer 

I joined MRGC in 2012 after retiring from 33+ years in banking. Since 

then I have served on the Board as Treasurer and co-chaired the Flower 

Show and Garden Tour. Currently, I work on the Horticulture Study 

Program Committee. In the past I have served on several boards and 

community-based organizations.  

Jerry and I moved to Sarasota in 1978 from Greenville, South Carolina. 

We have a daughter and a son, along with three grandsons and a 

granddaughter. 

I love all aspects of gardening but especially succulents and bromeliads. 

We recently downsized to a condo, and I am currently looking forward 

to developing my three “courtyard” gardens. 

2020-2021 Nominees for MRGC Board of Directors 

       Sharron Jones 

mailto:lindatajer@yahoo.com
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I was brought to this lovely county in 1954. My father was one of the first 

employees hired by Tropicana where he was head of the paint depart-

ment. My brother Skip and I were raised in West Bradenton. We went to 

Ballard Elementary, then Walker Junior High and then Manatee High 

School, graduating in 1964. I continued to Manatee Junior College, then 

on to Florida State University, Go Noles!!! After that I went to work as a 

Flight Attendant for United Airlines for 32 years! Also worked for General 

Telephone in Sarasota. 

I have a husband Paul Smith and two wonderful children, Danny and 

Summer. Danny and wife Tiffany have two beautiful children, Cody and 

Logan. Cody and Justine have Ansil and new baby Elinor. Summer and 

Bryan have three children, Camden, Campbell and Layton. So I am busy 

being a grandmother. 

I have been on the Board for three years in the past, serving as Hospitali-

ty Director for two of those years.  Also, I chaired the Wine and Cheese 

event for two years. Oh yes, I grew up in the best of times for Manatee 

County! I was so lucky! 

 

 

I was a forester with the US Forest Service for 30 years. When I 

moved to Florida in retirement, I missed a forest to wander in. I 

became a Master Naturalist and planted a few wax myrtle in my 

back yard. That grew to the hundreds of feet of landscaping, a 

micro-irrigation system and a butterfly factory on my property in 

west Bradenton. Looking forward to getting to know Club members 

and their connection to their plants. 

 

I came to Florida about nine years ago from Iowa. I love Florida for 

a number of reasons but especially because I can have an outdoor 

orchid garden where I raise my 40+ orchid plants. The Manatee 

River Garden Club has been terrific because I have learned so much 

and met a number of outstanding people. My two wonderful sons, 

daughter-in-law and two grandchildren are still in Iowa. 

Harriatt (“Skeeter”) Smith 

Marsha Wikle 

Cathy Lamb 



I took the Basic Floral Design class one year and fell in love with designing. I participate in our Flower 

Show yearly and have taken part in District VIII and State Flower Shows. Just one more thing that MRGC 

did to enrich my life. 

 

Currently, I am Chairperson of Garden Therapy but could not do that job without the help of Melissa 

Brosnan, so in actuality we are Co-Chairs. Working with the seniors at Adult Day Care provides an amaz-

ing amount of satisfaction - seeing the smiles, receiving the hugs and an occasional kiss on the cheek. It 

cannot be beat! 

 

 

 
Jule McRae, a former member of the MRGC, passed away on March 3 at the age of 90. 

Several of our Club members remember that Jule and husband John were very active in 

Club activities. “She was always there to lend a helping hand without being asked.” 

 

Jule and John were graduates of the Methodist Church Clown College. They spent many 

hours volunteering as clowns, even showing up dressed colorfully at our Meals on 

Wheels Garden Therapy. The obituary in the Bradenton Herald mentions that 

“gardening was her passion’, and that she was Treasurer of our Club as well as flower 

show judge. 

I have been a member of MRGC since December 2009. When I moved 

from Western NY, I needed to find a group that loved gardening as much 

as I did. I happened to read an article that the December luncheon was 

happening, and I just showed up.  I am lucky that I am the type of per-

sonality that can walk into a room full of strangers and still survive. It can 

be scary and threatening. I found it neither. I was welcomed with open 

arms and felt comfortable from that time forward. I have wonderful 

friends who I never would have met any other way. 

 

I have been very active in the Club and worked on many committees. I 

have been involved in Flower Shows, Garden Tours, and Garden Therapy 

as well as miscellaneous jobs where volunteers are needed. In 2011 I was 

voted onto the Board and served until 2014. I was Treasurer for two years 

and President for one until my doctor recommended that I resign. While 

Treasurer, I worked with the IRS to obtain our 401(c)(3) status. I slowed 

my involvement for a while and recently have become more active again. 
 

Pat Danahy 

In Memorium  

Jule McRae 
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Garden Therapy from Pat Danahy 

 

It seems strange to be talking about February activities for an April newsletter, but the timing of things 

just fell that way. 

 

February Garden Therapy found us working with a group of only about 24 clients since a computer 

class was held at the same time. The Center holds computer classes to teach clients the basics so no 

one is shut out of the technical world, which helps everyone keep in touch with others. 

 

The project was a floral design in a seashell holder. In advance Melissa and I glued a small shell to a 

large shell, using the small shell as the base. Then we glued a drywall screw into the large shell to hold 

the oasis. Small pastel carnations and baby’s breath along with greenery and a small shell on a stick 

were used as decorations to complete the project. Every client loves to work with flowers, and if baby’s 

breath is part of it, better yet! Sandy Brophy and Diane Shaw lent a hand. 

 

Unfortunately, because of the need to self-distance, neither the March nor April activity will be done 

this year. MRGC regrets having to postpone these events, but it is for the safety of all involved. Look 

for information in the May newsletter regarding next year. We will plan on going September 28th, un-

less this quarantine is still in existence. 

 

The location for Garden Therapy is at the Adult Day Care run by Meals on Wheels Plus of Manatee 

County, located at 10920 East State Road 70 in Lakewood Ranch. Melissa and I want to thank every-

one who volunteered this year. I am sure you all found it to be a wonderful project 

 

This community outreach program is one of the most fulfilling activities in which you could participate. 

The clients love to see us come and love the finished projects. The “feel good” sensation we all have 

afterwards is worth so much more than what we do. Please consider participating. Any questions 

please contact Melissa Brosnan at 941-374-0769 or m.a.brosnan2014@gmail.com or Pat Danahy at 

716-622-1219 or danahy2010@gmail.com. 

 

Volunteer Hours  
From Betsy Edwards 

Please report your hours for time in meetings, 

Garden Angel time and volunteering at MRGC 

events. Contact me at 

betsy.edwards@outlook.com in order to record 

your hours. You don't have to specify how the 

hours were spent - just write the total hours. This 

is a "Must-Do" for our 501(c)(3) status. Thank 

you. 

Garden Angels from Paula Wolfe 

One of the safest club activities in 

these days is done outside and 

not too close to others. Join our 

Garden Angels grounds work. If 

you are feeling healthy and need 

some action, join us on Tuesday, 

April 14 any time after 8:30am 

with your garden gloves, water 

bottle and any tools you have. 

mailto:m.a.brosnan2014@gmail.com
mailto:danahy2010@gmail.com
mailto:BLPOOOH@aol.com


Sarasota Succulent Society 

1310 38th Street, Sarasota 

Website:  https://sarasotasucculentsociety.org/ 

They meet on the first Tuesday of each month, Oc-

tober through May (excluding December) at 7pm in 

the clubhouse of the Sarasota Garden Club (1131 

Blvd. of the Arts).  Monthly newsletters are provided 

except for summer. MRGC members who are known 

to participate in the Sarasota Succulent Society are 

Sharron Jones and Susan Palmieri. 

 

Sarasota County Butterfly Club 

Website:  http://sarasotabutterfly.com/ 

This group meets monthly at the Sarasota Garden 

Club (1131 Blvd. of the Arts) and offers a variety of 

speakers, field trips and sharing of butterfly garden-

ing experiences. The club has an extensive butterfly 

garden open to the public. Many of its members 

have been working with schools and other local or-

ganizations in the community, helping to plant but-

terfly gardens and educating the public on butterfly 

conservation. Their website offers places to see but-

terflies and reading ideas. 

 

The Sarasota Bromeliad Society 

Website: https://sarasotabromeliadsociety.org/ 

They meet on the second Monday of every month at 

6:00pm in the "Michael's On The Bay" room in Selby 

Gardens (811 South Palm Avenue). On their website 

can be found a bromeliad planting guide, and they 

publish monthly newsletters. 

 

Manatee Orchid Society 

Website:  https://manateeorchidsociety.com/ 

The regular monthly meetings of the Manatee Orchid 

Society are held at the Manatee River Garden Club 

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each 

month at 7:00pm. Culture Club meets at 6:30pm 

where you bring orchid-growing problems or even 

bring in your problem orchid and an experienced 

grower will try to help you find a solution. Always – 

a program, a show table, a raffle and yummy 

snacks.  O’Grady and Caryl Ponder are MGCC mem-

bers who are known to participate in the Sarasota 

Orchid Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarasota Orchid Society 

Website:  https://sarasotaorchidsociety.org/ 

The regular monthly meetings of the Sarasota Or-

chid Society are held in the Activities Center on the 

grounds of Marie Selby Botanical Gardens (811 

South Palm Avenue). Meetings are held on the first 

Monday of each month at 6:00pm with a free culture 

class. Their meetings generally consist of a business 

meeting, a judged “Show and Tell Table” displaying 

plants grown by their members, a guest speaker or 

presentation in the art and science of growing or-

chids, a raffle of beautiful orchid plants, and refresh-

ments. On their website can be found a list of orchid 

growers, growing tips, and they have a newsletter. 

 

Manatee Rare Fruit Council 

Website:  http://www.mrfc.org/ 

The Manatee Rare Fruit Council meets the second 

Monday of each month at 7:00pm, usually at the 

Harlee Auditorium in the Manatee County Fair-

grounds next to the Agricultural Extension Office on 

17th Street, Palmetto. January meetings are at Pal-

ma Sola Park. Most months feature a knowledgeable 

speaker. Their rare fruit tree sale is typically held 

the Sunday after Mother’s Day in May. Their group 

publishes a monthly newsletter except during the 

summer. Cass Robertson is a MGCC member who is 

known to participate in the Manatee Rare Fruit 

Council. 

 

Serenoa Chapter of Florida Native Plant Society 

(DeSoto, Sarasota, Manatee, and Hardee Counties) 

Website:  http://serenoa.fnpschapters.org/  

Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of the month, 

September through May, at the Marie Selby Botani-

cal Gardens in the new Education Center (811 South 

Palm Ave). Members convene for socializing at 7pm. 

A short business meeting is held at 7:30, followed 

by the evening's program and plant raffle. 

 

Bradenton – Sarasota Rose Society 

Website:   http://b-srs.org/  

B-SRS holds monthly meetings, usually on the 4th 

Sunday of each month in January through June and 

in September through December. Each month an 

educational program is presented, and members are 

able to ask an American Rose Society certified Con-

sulting Rosarian questions about rose gardening as 

well as any problems with their plants. A bulletin is 

sent to members in each of the months except July 

and August. The website provides copies of past 

bulletins, a large section About Roses, and a full 

'google-like' topic search. 

New Garden Friends on our Website by Judy Boehm and Barbara Crepeau 
 
Barb Crepeau has added a button onto our MRGC website home page called Garden Friends. It will contain links 

to other garden societies available to you in Manatee and Sarasota Counties. Below is a brief description of those 

Friends that we are starting with. Let me know what we are missing.  If you are involved in any of these garden 
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Please thank our 2019-2020 individual and corporate sponsors by supporting them 

whenever possible 

Monica Newcomer, Coldwell Banker Realtor Mary Widner Insurance Agency 

 

 

Women Who Are Changing the World from the 

Ground Up 

 

Since International Women’s Day was held on March 8th, I thought that you might enjoy this book 

review from Houzz.com. 

 

In Earth in Her Hands:  75 Extraordinary Women Working in the World of Plants, published this month 

by Timber Press, author and public radio host Jennifer Jewell profiles 75 inspiring and diverse women 

who have positively impacted and continue to impact, the world through their work in plants. Jewell 

showcases women working in the fields of botany, landscape design, agriculture, research and more. 

 

“Women have been sowers of seeds and tenders of seedlings for a very, very long time. For much of 

that time these women didn’t have the time or the means to document their history,” Jewell writes in 

the book’s introduction. “I want to explore the ways the field is a more viable and creative career 

path for women than ever before and how the plant-work world is demonstrating greater social and 

environmental responsibility, in large part due to women’s contributions.” 

 

Jewell has written about gardening since 1998, with her work appearing in national and regional pub-

lications. Her award-winning podcast for NPR, Cultivating Place:  Conversations on Natural History & 

the Human Impulse to Garden, explores the relationships between plants and gardens, offering a 

natural history of place and culture. 

 

 

Book Review    from Judy Boehm 

http://www.cortezfloral.com/
https://sweetbaynursery.com/
http://www.fantasytravel.net/
http://www.johnsonhousemoving.com/
https://www.advancedsprayfoaminc.com/
http://www.manateewellness.com/
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.coldwellbanker.com/Coldwell-Banker-Residential-Real-Estate_-Florida-12629c/Monica-Newcomer-564415a
https://www.wix.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Earth-Her-Hands-Extraordinary-Working/dp/1604699027

